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Diſcourſe. 


RE ADE KR, 
wy wr His enſuing Treatiſe be- 
I HHS ing ſomewhat ſuperar 
Ez nuated, the Book ſeller 
was very ſolicitous to 
have it ſet off with ſome 
Preface, that might re- 
> /5 bl my” it ro = pre- 
CR IN <A 839% ſent Gen:us of the Ape, 
- 138 x DEED and reconcile it to the 
preſent JunQture of Aﬀairs; And though I am 
none of the Moſt Zealons Patrons of the Preſs, and 
ai at this time as buſie and as much concerned as 
De-Wit, or any of the High and Mighty Burge- 
maſters, in Matters of a cloſer and more comfor- 
. table 1mportance tro my ſelf and my own Aﬀeairs , 
yet I could not but yield ſo far to his importunity, 
F as to improve every fragment of time that 1 could 
ger into my own diſpoſal, towards' the Grartificati- 
on of his Requeſt ; And, that has' brought forth 
this Preface, ſuch an one as itis; for how it will 
prove, I my ſelf neither am, nor ( till *cis roo 
) late) ever ſhall be a competent Judge, in that it 
mult bs rayiſht out of my hands before my — | 
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he Indecencies either of its ſtile or contrivance, 
But which way my mind will work it ſelf and its 
thoughts, I am neither Propher nor Aſtrologer 
enough certainly to foretel, though the heads I ac 
this moment, and under the pteſent Schemes and 
AſpeRs of the Heavens, intend to treat of, are on- 
ly theſe two ; Firſt, To ſay ſomething of the 
Treatiſe it ſelf, and then, Secondly, — 
of the ſcaſonableneſs of its .' Publication , and 
this ;:( unleſs my bumour chance to jade me) is 
likely enough' co. enter me upon a farther profecu- 
tion of the Argument it ſelf, as far as. it has a more 
particular reference. to the preſent ſtate of things : 
And from this it. is odds , bur 1 ſhall rake occaſi- 
on tobeſtow ſome: Animadverſions upon one 7.9. 
the great Bell-weather of Diſturbance and Sedi- 
010N- 

Ag to the firſt, I ſuppoſe it is not at all ma- 
terial to give an account eicher by what migfor- 


tunes it came £0 be ſo long hidden from publick. 


view, 'or by what lucky accidents ir came to be 0 
long preſerved in private hands : It is enough to 
ler thee know, that at length it hapned to fall tg 
the poſſcision of one that had alwayes had a very 
high elicem of the Authors very great Worth and 
Abilities, and that therefore was very unwilling 
that any thing ſhould periſh that was written by {os 
great and ſo gccompliſht a man: A man ſo great and 
fo accompliſhe, that the meaneſt charaRer we can 
give of him, is, that he was one of the greateſt of 
the [Age helived-in, For in the firſt place, He 
was. þy: Nature furniſhe with an unuſual mixture 
_— | of 


_ an poſſibly be cool enough to review or corre& | 


wot oO ©" Lei ARR rae 
4 6 NY 4 LS LE Alte uh Coins 


1 
þ 
$ 
: 
: 
If 
) 
s 
6 
p 
F 
wy 


(3) 


of wit, ſagacity and judgment ; PerfeRions: that 
rarely meet in one perſon , but were all eminent 
and of equal ſtrength in the Genius of þis ming. 
And in the next place, his Natural Parts were ad 
mirably improved by i{tudy and induſtryin 4ll.the 
choiceſt and moſt uſeful parts of Learning. ' He 
was an excellent Djvine, an accurate Lawyer, and 
an exat Hiſtorign, and ( as far as the prejudices 
of the Age would permit him) an acute Philoſo- 
pher. And then, Laſtly, All theſe mighty Advan- 
rages both of Nature and Education, were impro- 
ved to their utmoſt uſefulneſs and perfeRion by ex- 
ptrience and publick [Imployment, His'Book and 
his Retirement did not-make him lazy and un- 
weildy for Buſineſs ; but being of a brave and eny 
terprizing temper, of an active and fpritely-mind, 
he was alwayes buſied either in contriving or- per- 
forming greac Deſigns. He was indefatigable in 
his Undertakings, and undaunted under his Suffer- 
ings; and he had not only the Art, but the Op- 
portunity of bringing forth his Learning into uſe 
and practice, And as he was able to accompliſh 
the moſt gallant atrempts, ſo was he alwayes ready 
not onely to jultifie cheir Innocence , but to make 
good their Bravery, in ſpite of all the Accuſations 
of Envy, and all the Arts of Detraction. He net- 
ther did nor thought any thing,but what was great 
and extraordinary. In ſhort, his Actions were 
_ to his Abilities, and his Writings equal to 
oth, 

It istrae, the Church of 7rcland was the largeſt 
Scene of his Actions; bur yet there in a lictle 
tlme be wrought out ſuch wonderful Alterations, 
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(4) 
- Ind ſo exceeding:all belief, as may convince us 
that he had a Mitnid large and aRtive enough to 
have managed the Roman Empire, at its greateſt 
extent. For as he finiſhr all the glorious Deſigns 
that he undertook, ſo he managed all his Aﬀeairs 
with that prudence and caution, that the malice 
and _—_ of all his Fnemies, though they were 
invited and encouraged by thoſe that were to be 
his Judges, coatd not find out matter enough to 
make out fo much as the appearance of « plauſible 
Accvſation: ſo that the infinite pains they were at 
to enſnare and blajt his innocence , became an 
irrefragable teſtimony both of his Wiſdom and his 


Integrity, No Injuſtice was bold and hardy 


enough to offer violence to ſuch an exact and un- 
blemiſht Vertue , andin all his Troubles from wild 
and unreaſonable men, his Reputation was till pre- 
ſerved as clear' and as ſpotleſs as his Conſcience : 
They were both Armour of Proof againit Tories 
and againſt Preſbyterians. Though at length that 
could not exempt him from being involved in the 
common ruine, and he was then forced even to 
put himſelf into Baniſhment , when nothing was 
ſo criminal or ſo unſafe at home as Loyalty, His 
righ'eous Soul could not endure to behold the In- 
ſolence and Hypocriſie of thoſe Goodly and Re- 
bel-Saints, whoſe very beſt pretences were a more 
deſperate affront both to Government and Religi- 
on, than perhaps any Age or Hiſtorian can.paral- 


ſel, but whoſe worſt practices were villanous not 


only beyond exai: ple , but belief. 
And thus Chr;fendow became the place of his 
Habjcation, or rather of his Pilgrimage ; and that 
Was 
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was ſome conſiderable advantage to the largeneſs 


of his thoughts : for as he was rarely adorn'd in 


all kinds of true and uſeful Knowledge, and as the 
main Argument of his Pains and Conſultations , 
was the Peace and Intereſt of Chriftendom ; fo he 
was confirmed in the reaſonableneſs of his Pro- 
jects, or rather Opinions concerning it by his Tra- 
vels and Obſervations. He was before excellent- 
ly skilled in the Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of the 
Primitive and Apoſtolical Church ; but now he 
had more opportuoity, or at lealt more leiſure to 
obſerve all the miſcarriages of the preſent 
Churches,and particular Combinations of the Chri- 
ſian World, by their ſeveral deviations from their 
original PraQice and Inſtitution, And that was 
the method be preſcrib'd to all diſſencing Partiesin 
order to a Catholick Agreement, and a {ober Re. 
formation to forego all their upſtart and unwar- 
rant2ble Innovations, and return to the antientand 
Apoſtolical ſimplicity; a "thing very eafte and 
very praQicable, were not 'ntereſt and Ignorance 
engaged apainſt jr.Not that he wis ſo vain or ſo 
preſuming as to hope to ſee it effetcd in bis own 
dayes: He too well underſtood with how many 
invincible Prejudices it was obſtructed, he there- 
fore only deſigned to declare his Judgment tothe 
Wiſe and the Unprezudicate, and ſo to leave it ro 
Poſterity, and ſome happy JunQure of Afﬀaires to 
Cho what he could only adviſe and wiſh 
or. 

But by this plain-dealing with all Parties, it is 
not tobe doubted (becauſe it alwayes ſo happens 
in the like caſes) but that he muſt diſpleaſe and dif- 
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oblige all; but more eſpecially he raiſed the Cho- 
ler, and enraged the Zeal of the Geneva FaQon ; 
that Waſpiſh Se being according co the humour 
and ſpirir of their Founder, never able to bear the 
leaſt Aﬀeont or Contradiction, : And then imme- 
diately rhere was no gainſiying but that he muſt 
be as arrant a Papiſt as Antichriſt himſelf, This 
(cry they) ſmels of a Spaniſh-Popiſh-Jeſuitical- 
Arminian Plot. _It is a plain Proſecution of the 
Cardinal of Loyrains deſign, that allowed annual 
Penſjons, even to the Lutheran Miniiters chemſelves 
to.revile and Preach down Mr, Calvis, thereby to 
reduce the People to Popery. That crafty States. 
man knew well enough, that he was the only 
To x274,0y to their Myſtery of Iniquity ; and 
were be but once removed out of the way, the 
Apoſtolical Chur would quickly be reftored to its 
ancient Empire and Soveraignty over che Chriſti- 


an World And hence the Alarm 1s given to the 


People both fromthe Pulpi: and the Prefs, to ſtand 
upon their Guard agaiaſt ſuch dangerous and Ba- 
byloniſh Attempts. Theſe moderate and luke- 
warm men are but the Forerunners of the man of 
Sin, and do but prepare the wayes for his En- 
trance by removing the ſtrongeſt, and molt {tyb- 
born Oppolicion 1gainſt him. 

And what though he deal as roundly, and 
much more ſeverely with the Church of Rome , 
that is but a meer diſguiſe for his preſent turn, 
thoſe hard Conditions are ealily ſhaken off, when 
once the Proteſtant cauſe and intereſt is utterly 
expired. 

Ard therefore he and kis Partizans may publiſh 
| | | as 
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as many Books as they pleaſe gu their preſent 
abuſes and corruptions ; but the moſt charicable 
deſign they can be ſuppoſed to aim ar, is to bring 
in a more refined and a more cunning Popery. 
And when this ſurmiſe is once voted and noiſed 
abroad, and vouch'd by publick fame or their own 
vulgar Tales, it is in vain to remonſtrate to their 
rudeneſs and diſfingenuity. Tt is not, no, it can- 
not be doubted of by any but ſuch as are either pri- 
vy, or, at leaſt, well-wiſhers to the deſign ; ſuch in- 
deed may pretend or counterfeit a Lisbelief, to 
cover thelr intentions, and to eſcape ſuſpicion. And 
by this Artifice they begin firſt ro ſeize upon all 
men. in their Wits, either for madmen or for par- 
ties in the Plot, And then the common People 
dare not but belteve it in their: own defence, leſt - 
they ſhould be ſuſpe&ted to have loſt their Under- 
ſtanding as well as their Religion, And by this 
rude and boiſterous Confidence are they able, as 
oft as they pleaſe, to raiſe any dilingenuous and 
ſpiceful ſurmiſe into popular Reputation, and by 
{ſtrength of face and forehead to bear out the cre- 
dit of the largeſt and moſt abulive Lies. And it 1s 
well known what ſtrange and monſtrous {tories 
they obtruded npon the Multicude againſt the King, 
the Biſhops, and the © hurch of E»g/and, in dety- 
ance even co common ſenſe and the mott undenya- 
ble Experience. 

But no Man was more vehemently charged, and 
more confidently condemned ot this Attempt than 
this reverend Prelate, partly becauſe he was a Zea= 
lous and reſolute Aſſertonr of the Pablick Rices and 
Solemnities of che Church againſt all cheir wild and 
LE - Fana- 
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Famatick Prancks, partly becauſe he expnnged 
ſome of *their dear and darling Articles, not'only 
from the Chriſtian Faich, but from the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, in that they were ſo farr from being or pre- 
tending :0 be of. Apoſtolical Antiquity, that they 
avere much younger than the Reformation it ſelf,or, 
at beſt, were but the Opimions of ſome private 
DoGRors, - and were never eſtabliſh'd into Articles, 
by any publick Laws or Councils ; or if they were 
yored for Orthodox Dodtrines in any meeting in 
Germany 0r Geneva, they were never received for 
ſuch -in the Church of England; and therefore 
ought not to be charged upon the Proteltant cauſe 
as ſuch, much leſs upon the Exg/;f Reformation, 
when ir was never any part of its. deſign to model 
new Bodies of Orthodoxy, nor to exchinge the 
old School-DoQors 'for Calvinian Syſtems and 
Syntagms, but meerly to clear the Chriſtian Faith 
of ail Corruptions and Innovations, and reforme 
it into its priminve and uncorrupted limplicity. 
And if any Errours or fond Opinions ſhould have 
eſcaped her firit Obſeryatien, ſhe reſerves a power 
in her ſelf, to review her own Decrees ; and either 
to ratifie, or aboliſh chem, as they ſhall , upon 
.mature deliberation , appezr conſonant to this 
Rule, and agreeable to this delign. This wis ever 
the Do®rine of the ſober and intelligent men of 
the C hurch of Exg/and, as well as her «wn decla. 
red ſenſe. They would never iubmit ro any Au- 
thority of a later date, than the four firſt general 
Councils, and as for all forrain Churches of the 
modern {tamp, they.were ſo fa;r from being dee 
termined by them, that they cenſured all their pro- 
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ceedings, and rejected all their Docrines, that fell 
ſhort of, or went bcyond their own ſtandard of 
Prudence and Moderation. Te 
But this was not to be endured by the fierce and 
fiery Calvinitts, to have all their Orchodox ſtuffcue 
off at one blow ; had they ſpent ſo much pains, 
and pained ſo much reputation, by their skill in, 
Polemick Theology, and muſt they now throw away 
all their Problems, Subtilties, and Diſtin&ions, and 
muſt all their deep and ſolid Learning be at laſt de- 
ſpiſed as a filly and impertinent piece of Dunce- 
ry? This certainly mult needs be very prieyous , 
and ſomewhat provoking to great Clerks. Men 
care not to be convineed, that they have waſted 
fo much Oyl and Sweat to no Prroge- And though 
they are not able to juſtifie the Follies and Errors 
of their Education , yet being fluſk'd with the 
Glory that riey have gain'd among their own par= 
ty, by their skill and ability in contending for their 
Opinion, it is ealie to imagine how itubbornly 
they will ſtrupgle' in its defence, rather than quie 
the ſupport of their Pride/and Self-conceitednefs, 
ThisTtch is ſo incident and delightful ro humane 
Nature, that where it is not over-ruled by an ha- 
bicual .Integriry and Diſcretion, it is the moſt 
powerful (not to fay the only) motive of all. our 
A ions 3; and has fuch a ſtri& and undiſcernable 
Inflaence upon our moſt ſerious thoughts, that if 
wel-meaning men are not very careful, or verycu- 
rious in obſerving, and preventing its inward mo- 
tions,” it will quickly prevail over their Under- 
ſtandings, inſinuace into all_ their deſigns, and poy- 
fon their beſt Intentions.-and Reſolutions, m 
| | | at 
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that they may eaſily believe themſelves paſſionate- 
ly concerned for the love of Truth and the Glory 
of God ; whilſt all cheir mighty zeal and paſsicn 
may be nothing elſe than Eruptions of pride and 
vanity. And whereyer this Deluſion rules, it is 
the moſt impetuous and moſt importunate Pringple 
intheworld No fort of Men ſo boifterons and 
irre(iſtidle as thoſe, whoſe imaginations are over- 
come with che vehemence of irs delight, And 
this is the ciſe of our peeviſh and Grabſtreet Di- 
vines; they hive, when time was, been looked 
upon as Authors of eſteem and credit in the world, 


nies of the preciſeſt, ind moſt rein, 
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(11) 
| And 1 cannot divine what other provocation 
Mr. B. had to meddle with Grorizzs or Biſhop 
Bramball, then that they were learned enough to 
defpiſe the Ignorance ,of the higheſt knowledge 
thit he or any of his Brethren could. pretend to. 
Ard certainly tie muſt have been bravely fuſhe 
and perch't in his own conceit, that could prevail 
with himſelf co venture, upon glee or.four days 
ſtudy, .to bolt fotth ſuch bold and raſh cenſures 
= —"ap ewo ſuch great Wits. ahd great Scholars, 
Had he then been furniſhed . with Learning 
enough to underſtand rhe vaſt diſproportion be= 
ween his own and. their abilities, he would rather 


ibs <4 


ave 'trembled at their Names, than bave attempt- 


athe radenefs and exttavagance of his own Fpany 
Has cat) ht him more catidour and civility toward: 
the Church of Spotted. "And therefore this Trea- 


pete atid forward ar fuch uncivil Attempts, For 
| upon 
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upon Peruſal of it, I cannot: imagine any man 
either ſo partial or ſo ignorant, as not to grant 
thar our Author has with Smartneſs enough , and 
( conlidering all Circumſtances ) Modeſty too 
much, not only anſwered but baMed all ſach Accu- 
fations of his Adverſary as are at all material in 
theniſelves of pertinent to the Cauſe, and thar 
without corideſcending to play with him at his Sy- 
ſematical and Puſh-pin. Divinity. + | 
But the main Reaſon that put me upon the Pub- 
lication of it, was thereby to give ſome check to 
their preſent dilingenuity ; for.though Mr. B.have 
learnt more modelty then'to be (o prodigal as for- 
merly in ſchding. abroad his hard Cenſures and 
poſitive Decrees againſt every, Body and upon eve- 


ry Occaſion; get others that pretend to as. great 
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2 . IF : 
Tom the Reformation, and to plead this in juſlifi- 
cation of *their Nonconformity. pe fear wot 
( ſayes Shamefac'dneſs } to own ELITE 
that Fa cannot Conform to Armi- jar ma (-e 
nianiſm, Socinianiſm on. the one , cab 
hand, ( he might as wel have SC ag, 
added all the 7s in the Old Te- EL 
ſtament, Perizzitiſm, Hivitiſm, Jebuſitiſm, Hitti- 
tiſmme, 8c.) or Popery on the ather, ( and why not 
Sorcery and Extortion to0? ) with what new or ſpe- 
Cioxs Pretences ſorver they may be blended. 

This is his old Modeſty, and brawny-faced Con- 
fidence : who, belide this humble, melting; bro- 
ken hearted Secret One, could have vented ſuch 
lofty ſtrains of Candour and Ingenuity ? But the 
Viper is ſo ſwell'd with Venom, that it mult either 
burſt or ſpit its Poiſon. The Danghil is his only 
_ , and Calumny his only Weapon; and 
he has no other Apology to juſtifie the Rudeneſs 
and Incivility of his Scriblings, but by ſuch loud 
and thundering Falſifications, And though he 
has been ſo often and ſo ſhamefully correRted 
for theſe baſe and unworthy Arts, yet**tis not in 
his power to forbear them, when they are the re- 
' ſult of his Humour and Genius. For had his 
: Complexion been capable ofa Bluſh or a modeſt 
| - -- Thought, I dare ſay he has not wanted for Means 
and Opportunities of learning better Manners. 
Bat he is ſo farr from being reformed by the ſharpe-. 
eſt Rebukes and Corrections, that they only pro- 
yoke him to greater Sullenneſs, and more enraged 
Abuſes; and in ſtead of being brought to Tears 
and Repentance, he improves in the Boldneſs and 
Ef : B Inſolence 
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Inſolence. 'of his Aſperſions. . It 15, not ſufficient 
now. adayes to repreſent us P apiſts, Secinians, and 
Hereticks ; that.is an eafie ang an ordinary Stan 
der; :he was-able . to face that out. when he was 
bur-# Novice, and ngesperienced. in. the Arts of 
Malice and Confidenge ;' Theſe were his common 
Performances, twenty, or thirty. years ago. But 
gow. fig Mightigeſs. cans to fiogp his Prowels to 
fac low and creeping Atchievements ; they be- 
come.not; the Conrage:and the Confidence of fo 
renowned a Wight he difdaing. tn year a Slander 
chat"34.not. 190 -big for. any Mans 'Þ brat or Con- 
ſciedce: but his own, And now things, are come 
to:that deſperate paſs in the. Church: of England, 
that they are not-comtented te be 7aſnjres and Sor 
civiavs themſelves , bus (0 Tomprati A; Mores! 
they. will force all .pthers chat deſire, 49. be 7 aa 
tedinto her Communigqn, 49 fubmit. co Papiſhar 
Heretical Subſcriptions; 3nd there is ng pther cauſe 
of the Independent Separation , thao that they dare 
not if Conſcience conform to Pepery and. Porivig 
4i/m. Dear Heart! How could I byg ang Kikk 
thee for all this laye- ang. ſweetneſs? Well fare 
poor acedo for a modeſtFaol t He could neyer 
bave.rub'd bis Forehead to fuch a burpiſhy Can- 
fdence, as ta venture upon ſuch gotorious ap pals 
pabls Forgeries, 0 contradiftgry.. both in the: 
ſelves, and co every Mans O&\yn knowledge and 
experience. For inthe name of Truth, what new 
Dodtines have we made neceſſyry to Contformi-. 
ty, over and above the old Articles, which yet he 
is 0 far from bridgingyndes this IndiQmenc, that 
tie makes our departure from them the very 
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(15) 
Charge of our Apoſtafie?So that how wild and wan3 
ton ſoever we may be in our own Sentiments, there 
is nothing to be found in Nature of ſo daring and 
deſperate 4 Confidence, beſide the great nd re- 
nowned f. 0. as to belch in the face of the Sun 
fach foul and uncleanly Railings, But he is a Man 
of that inveterate and incurable Pride, that there 
is no rancour ſpiteful or diſingenions enongh to 

be admired at in him. | F900 

. Bat now that I have ſeized him, I canhot let him 

paſs without taking notice to the World of ano- 

therieminent inſtance of his Raviſhing Candour 

and Ingenuity: That when he had withont any 

Provocation, ( though that he never needs) in a 

publick and folemn way undertaken the Defence 

of the Fanatick Cauſe, and when he had reaſon 


| Cohe him ine particufar Rejoinder to all his pre- 


tences and Exceptions, ſuch as they were , he 
could: think of ſatisfying his People, and falvin 
his reputation by Scribling over the very ſame {tn 
again, and preſenting it to the World in a new 
Pamphbler, and ander another Title, without re- 
garding how- comfortably it had been expoſed 
and baffled by a loving Friend, even for his own 
dear ſake. For whoever will be at the idle pains 
to peruſe his Tate D/conrſe of Evangelical Love , 
Church Peace and Unity , will never be able to 
find one ſyllable to the purpoſe, beſide a perpetu- 
al Repetition of the old worn-ont Story of Vnr- 
ſeriptural Ceremonies, and ſome frequent Whinings, 
and ſometimes Ravings about his hard uſage, in 
being ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed, and innumerable Sug- 
geſtions, that all that are or pretend tobe Loyal 
| 0. B 2 '® 
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to. the preſent Settlement of the-Church of- Zag- 
land, are not ſo upon any Principles of Integrity 
'or. Conſcience, but purely for their own ſecular 
and. carnal Ends: 5.e, in plain Engliſh, they are 
all-downright Knaves, Theſe are the moſt perti- 
nent- paſſages 'T can meet with 11n the Book, 'but 
they are not very;new; ſome others indeed I meer 
with ſomewhat newer, but then they are not very 
| pertirent. It is a very new diſcovery to detnon- 
rate 'thar the; Church of England is deſperately 
Sthiſmatical, becauſe the Independents are reſok 
ved one and all to continue - ſeparate from- her 
Communion ; and though it is not as;new., 'yet 
it is as odd an Obſervation, that all Parties in 
Chriſtendom ( except only the little Flock of their 
own Secret Ones) are proteſt Rebels to the moſt 
neceſſary and indiſpenſable, Inſtitutions ' of the 
Lord Chriſt, chat none'of them onght' to be ſuf- 
fered to'live in an open and habitual contempt of 
his Laws ; particularly that:the Church of Z»g- 


land. is as little 'to be endured .as the Church of ' 


Rowe, becauſe | they-perſecute thoſe that are bet- 
ter than themſelyes ; and; St, Fohn tells us, (Rev; 
21. 8.) Murther-is as bad as Idolatry, 1f it' will 
do him or his cauſe any kindneſs, we will lettheſe 
paſs for New Lights, aud , wonderful pat.:tothe 
buſineſs of; Toleration, Did-ever man write. or 
ſpeak with ſuch afluent Vein of looſenefs and im- 
pertinency ? Is it credible that any Creatures that 
pretend to common ſenfe; and the ſhapes of Men, 
could ever accept, much leſs admire ſuch dull and 


intollerable Bungling ? And yet it is rare andad-- 


mirable to the Wits of the Congregation ; and 
| the 
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the DoFer is a: wonderfully: precious and convin- 


cingMan, | But the truth is, he has an advantage 
above. moſt of his Neighbours for Writing No- 
ſenſe, in.that hiscommon Readers deſpair before 
hand to.underſtand the Categoricalneſ; of his 1.0- 
gick : otherwiſe he abounds ſo plentifully with 
Abſardities and Iocoherences in every Page, that 
there is nothing to keep him from' being deſpi- 


cable even to the Apron-men of his own difpenſa- 


tion, but a peculiar uncouthneſs: andobſcurity of 
Stile; whereby as they cannot a rnd a 
with them the Thread and Connexion of the Dif- 
courſe, ſo neither dare they preſume to obſerve 
its Flaws and Weakneſſes, bur (if their Preju- 
dices ſo incline them ) they ſuppoſe at all adyen- 
tnre ſome extraordinary depth of Reaſon and 
Metaphylicks , that Men of their Education: are 
neicher able to fathom , nor obliged to under 
Rand. | My $27 | 4 
' And he may take bis Liberty , as-mich and-as 
long as he pleaſes, to amuſe his own gazing andad- 
miring Drove with this profound and wonderful 


'Noneſenſe, provided he will be. adviſed not tolay 


out 'his Talent to the diſturbance. of bis Neigh- 
bours: Bur if he will be venting his Gall. and his 
Ignorance againſt the eſtabliſht Laws and Conſti- 
tutions of the Common-wealth, be muſt not take 
it 1ll, if his ſhameful folly ("not to name ſome- 
thing worſe) be diſcovered and laid open to the 
World: And therefore in my opinion it would 
be very good advice, if he would be perſwaded r6 
give over this thread-bare Controverſie':of 
Church-Governmentr, = ſpend the _— of 
| D 3 Us 
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his Dayes in embelliſhing and iſſuſtrating ett 
great and important Diſcovery, with which he 
has ſo lately 'obliged the World, viz. Thar the 
Determination of a Septimary Portion in the Heb- 
domadal Reyolution, is, or is not, (I care not whe- 
ther) an addition of the Law Decalogical tothe 
Law Natural. Ah{ What Edifying Doctrine is 
this to the Whice-Aprons ? It could be nv lef 
eto them than- a Demonſtrative' Evidence of the 
Morality and Divine Inſticution of -the Lords Day; 
and donhtile6 they would, with the Jews; ſooner 
Roſt themſelyes than a ſmall Joynr of Macron 
aipon the Day of Sacred Reſt, He may (1fay) 
trifle with his own Proſcelites after this rate as much 
and 'as long as he pleaſes, and nobody will be 
much concerned to difabuſe People ſo reſolved to 
abuſe themſelves. But. if he will not be farisfied 
with the Priviledge of being learnedly impertinent, 
unleſs he may make uſe of his Liberty to diſeom- 
poſe the Publick Peace, he may thank himſelf for 
what will follow: For he will be ſure co encoun- 
xer to his colt too many Perſons that love their 
Country too well, to ſuffer it to be over-run and 
_—_— by - ſuch ſhallow Monntebanks and Im- 

3-217 

\ But my juſt Indignation againſt this Mans: inſo- 
[nt and infufferable Behaviour, tranſports me into 
£00 vehemenc and ſmart Reſentments of his vile 
and dirty Practices; yet becauſe he is ſo forward 
upon all occaſions, and without them too, to ap- 

ear inthe Head of the Party, and is at preſent 

not only the chief Ringleader, but the only Cham- 

pion of the Cauſe; 1 cangor preyajl with " 
- 


4; G $f OMe ERR g<B")} 6. UAKRILNS. >, N- C SECIS q - C 4 - - 
3 A a EE coa, re Ns was SIC 2 ts ma T ee ren PR; © _ —_ JEET 

: IVES ICI 6 þ Y ©, Pr a & hz = vw FEISS) ta 5 5 AY > 250 s 1 27 Hi” 4c) 
CNV WEL. 24: Pie ot a EY or IE Nor Fe ATELIER i Ne op OY <A CE RT Ne EINE Fs Ge Lt 
I y - WEN LO IEEE Ta I IE -* - x4 PR ” SEML by 8 


COT 


019) 
ſc!f to tet fin go yer, without remarking for the 
prevention 6f all their SMderioges and Tricks of 
eſcape, one little Artifice whereby his Followers 
would falye and redeem his Reputation , viz: 
That his Adverſary was not ſo ingenuous as to en- 
gage him 4 equal termes, - but cook advantage 
of his old Miſcarriages and Engagements in = 
ſate- Rebellion, and prevailed more by perſonal 
Reflections than ſtrength of Argument ; ſo thae 
though he could with eaſe have Replicd to all. his 
pertinent ObjeRions , yet he could nor in diſcre- 
fion revive ſo many old and forgotten Stories, 


1. Beit ſo, Andif he ftand indicted of ſuch 
Enormities againſt his Prince and Countrey, as are 
neither to be excuſed nor defended, yetbowever 
it is not modeſt for him to defie his Accuſation: ag 


he has done in publick, by charging it with flan- 


der and ſcurrility. If he be not guilty, he ought 
to plead his Innocence ; if he be, he might have 
ſome reaſon to complain of want of Candour , 
but none at all of want of Truth. And it only be- 
comes his Confidence, to defear the Credibility of 
2 plain andundeniable macter of Fact, by hufting 
and giving the lie in plain Exgii/b, and that in de- 
fiance to the Convictions of his own Conſcience, 
to the Teſtimony of his own Writings, and to the 
Notoreity of his own Practices. This is pretty 
well for Modeſly. But if he ever were guilty, he 
isſo ſtill ; for nothing can recover his Innocence, 
but a ſincere and an hearty Repentance, and. till 
he has cut off all his Antient Crimes, by ſome pub- 


\ lick acknowledgment and fatisfaRion, he cannot 
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be ſuppoſed to have forſaken his old Diſpenſati- 


on, but {tilt to continue as very a. Secret One a 
ever. And now had he been proceeded with, as 
they pretend, it would not have been, in the 
leaſt, impertinent to his Adyerſary's Cayſe or Ar- 
oument, whilſt he was perſwading the Govern- 
ment to beware of that ſort of men, to repreſent . 
how'thoſe that are moſt forward to appear 1n their 
Defence, were neyer conſiderable for any thing 
but Sedition and Difloyalty : And that is a very 
ftrong Acceſſion to the dire force of his Argu- 
ment, when we find none concern'd to eneryate or 
diſparage its Evidence, but ſuch as are known to 
delign nothing but miſchief or diſturbance. And 
there can ſcarce be a more effeQual Proof of the 
Dangers, and lI-conſequences of Toleration, than 
that 7. 0. and ſome others of his Kidney, ſo much 
beſtjr themſelves to obtain it ; all Governments 
have certainly reaſon enough to be jealous of all 
fuch deſigns as are carryed on by profeſſed Ene- 
mies of the State; The only unanſwerable Ob- 
jection that the Nature of the Argument it ſelf 
affords, is, the natural Tendency of Fanatick and 
enthoſjaſtick Principles, to wild and ſeditious Pra- 
Riſes; but when ſuch right peaceable men as 
theſe, are obſerved to come forth in its defiance, 
thit farther proves the Event, that was but pro- 
| bable in the Nature of things, to be really laid , 
and intended in the minds of Men, and the Re- 
fult of all is, that publick Broils and Tumults is 
not only the natural Effe, but the ſerious end of 
all their Pretences, And this I preſume is com- 
petently material to the ſcope of the Diſcurſe. ; 


(21) 


. And as this way. of. Procedare could not: have, 
been juſtly charged. with any Impertinence,. ſo, 
much leſs with any Dilingenuity, for in ſober; 
ſence, What milder CorreQion could - a Perſon. 
fo obnoxious deſerve, or modeſtly expe, though. 
it were only to take down his malepert Confidence. 
and Preſumption, but when, beſide thar, it was ſo, 
dire&a Conſideration to the matterin Debate, no, 
Laws of Ingenuity could oblige, no nor ſcarce ex-: 
cuſe any man, that ſhould baulk ſuch weighty ad- 
vantages to ſo honeſt a cauſe, only out of regard 
and tenderneſs to a MalefaRtors Reputation. [E[- 
zecially when he ſhall ſo often ( as he has publick-. 
* done) proclaim open Defiance-to all Accuſati- 
ons\, boaſt of his own meekneſs and innocence, 
and with ſuch an intolerable Confidence, piſh at 
the vanity , and ſillineſs of all ſuch ungrounded. 
refleFions. What other courſe can be taken with 
ſuch a boiſterous Huff, than to daſh back his bold 
Afﬀeonts and Challenges into his own Teeth, and. 
beat down ſuch a daring Impudence with the 
weight of ics own Guilt, And: thereby let the 
World ſee how little Conſcience or Modeſty is to, 
be expected from theſe demure precious ones,that 
can bear up ſo hravely under ſuch a finking lead 
of horrour and villany: And though the Govern. . 
ment has heen pleas'd to forgive and forget all 
their GODLYT PRANKS, yer itisnot to 
be endured, to ſee them look ſo big, and talk fo 
loud upon Preſumptjon of their own Innocence; 
and who could belieye it, that People ſo guilty up- 
on all accounts, both before GOD and MAN, 
( and ſo they are and muſt be, till they haye dif- 


s 


ow 
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lick Protetations of Repent 
ms and modeſty, as 


ders. 


2. Suppoſing he had. been beſpattered with un- 
civil and unhandſome RefleQions, yer certainly a 
Perſon of his abſtrating and Metaphyſical Head, 
is able to ſeparate the. Argument from the Abuſe ; 
and though poifibly he could not wipe them off to 
the fatisfaRion of all Readers, yet he might fairly 
negle&t them, as of no Concernment to the matter 
of his Enquiry, And he is not ſo ſhameficed as 
not to Huff and Our-fwagoer all Aﬀeonts. Nay, 
he has quit himſelf like himſelf of them already , 
not only by Soling forch chat ir is more Chriſtian- 
like to forbear alf ſuch Provocartons, becauſe ey 
ten 


—_— 
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tend to mutual Expſperations of Spirit, ( for that 
Honiftes lirtle more, than that he, Good Man! is 
very angry, and I think he has no very great rea- 
ſon to be yery well'pleaſed )' but ſſo by retorting 
them with all the Keenneſs of Revenge, whillt, 
r Nothing | he proceſts/his urifeigned Refoly- 
tons of Meekneſs and Forgivenetls as he has 
done a thonſand times over in his late goodly Dif. 
conrſe of Evangelical Love and Unity, particularly 
pag. 8. he defies all the Revilings of 'his Adverſa- 
ries, becanſe they are ſuch Perſons that have ny 
regard to Trath; or Modeſty, or Sabriety towards 
God or Man, and ſhall be fare ro he accounted 
with' at the Day of Jodgment, { tothe great Ree 
lief of his tender Hearc, ) That are animated: by 
their ſecular Intereſt, or defire of Revenge ; that 
are unacquainted with the Spirit of the Gi pet, 
and the Chriſtian Religion ; thar are incompatiio- 
nate towards the Infirmities of 'others, whereof 
yet none in the World give greater Inſtances than 
themſelves; that have no thoughts but of Rage 
and Deſtruction ; and that, had they Power, woutc 
render all Chriſtians like the Afoabites, Ammo= 
zites, and Edomites, that is, are for nothing eſs 
than Maſfacres, and cutting of Throacs', 
&c. : 
Sweet Sir! Enongh, enough of theſe'healin 
Words ; we are vanquiſht for ever with theſe 
generous ſtrains of Meekneſs and Ciyility: Did 
ever Man pa% by ſuch unparallePd Injuries and 
Provocations, with ſo mach Gallamry and Great- 
neſs of Mind? What execrable Miſcreants muſt 
they be, that could treat fo braye an ſe 
wit 


its 
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with Rudeneſs. and Incivility, or afſault ſuch an 
Heroick. Ingenuity with ignoble and unhandiome 
Arts ? He is too hard for usat all Weapons, there 
is no contending with, a. Perſon of ſuch an Ada- 
mantige Honour; he rebukes us with his Endear- 
ments, and ſtrikes us dead with his ſweer and kiſ- 
ſing Looks. We yield, we yield ; we cannot re- 
fiſt all this. kind and melting Goodneſs. He has 

equited our Malice with ſo fair an civil a Chas 
racter, that it were a notorious Caſhmny to paint 
any thing but.che Devil, himſelf in blacker Co. 
lours. And if but one half of this Enamouring 
Deſcription that he has beſtowed upon his Ad- 
yerſaries in the yery Pangs of Love and Compaſli- 
on, were true or credible, no Man that is yet un- 
hang'd (unleſs he had been marked thrice at 
leaſt with the Honourable Brand of Authority ) 
would eyer be ſo mad as to rec condition with 


ſuch caſt and irreclaimable Wretches. However, 
we accept his kind Offer, and his Good Meaning, 
and ſceing he is willing to reſpite his Revenge co 
the Day of Judgement, ( Ah, ſweet Day! when 
theſe People of God ſhall once for all, co their un- 
ſpeakable comfort and ſupport, wreak their Eter- 
nal Revenge upon their reprobate Enemies ) its 
apreed upon: for we are not ſo fierce and fiery, 
but we can wait with as much patience as he for ſa- 
cisfaRion. And therefore let us by mutual con- 
ſent forbear all rchis -anneceſſary Courtſhip and 
Complement for the future, and fall on bluntly up- 
on the Argument without hugging and kiſſing, be- 
fore we draw Sword : It is a pretty point of Ho- 
nour for young Gentlemen, but we that are a 

more 
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more fullen ſort of. Combatants, may without afly 
'great inconvenience ſpare'the Ceremony, An 

now upon this Propoſal, it will be found that theſe 
intemperate 'Refleftions ( as he calls them) are 
ſofar from making the Book unanſwerable , that 
they are 'the only thing to which he has ventured 
to: wake any Reply : fo that it isplain this is not 
the Reaſon, 'but purely the Pretence of his Re. 
luctancy, For; alafs | the Evidence of the Cauſe 
is ſo bright and 'conviRive, as prevents all tole- 
rable Miſtakes 'or'Exceptions; and as for his bold 
and bare-faced falſifications, they are all ſpent in 
the former Engagement, and all his jugling ſhifts 
have been ſo ſufficiently laid opefr'to the World; 
that they can. never do him or his Cauſe any ſer> 
vice for the future. And ſetting theſe aſide, the 
Argument of the Controverſie 1s fo plain and 
eaſt, that it is nor capable of '*any farther Doubr 
or Diſputation. | 2 111990 Dog. 
; For all their Exceptions (eſpecially as they con- 


|  cernthe Church of E»gland) 'relate eitherto tlie 


Power it ſelf, or to the Matters of the Command: 
the firſt are direRly levell'd againſt the very Being 
of Authority, and Magiſtrates of 'what kind ſoe- 
yer, according to their general'Pretences, muſt 
not dare to put any Reſtraints upon'their SubjeQs 
Canſciences, leſt they invade the'Divine Preropa- 
tive, overthrow the Fundamenta]Liberties of Hu- 
mane Nature, and undo honeſt Men only for 'their 
Loyalty to-God and their Religion, Now if this 
Right be claimed without Reftraint or Limitation, 
then the Conſequence is unavoidable, That Sub- 
jects may ,' whenever they pleaſe, croſs with the 

8 Autho- 
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Authority. of. their Governours , upon any pre- 


tence that cag.wear the Name, or make a ſhew of 
Rehgion- | But this is: ſo grofly abſurd, that 7.0. 
(nor any man. elfe in his Wits) never had the 
Courage toaffert ict. And then the Neceſfity of 
8 Sovereign Power in Matters of Religion is. granc- 
$97 0d all Argumencs'that prove & in general ne- 
COnary 


co-Peacs,and Government, are allowed, or 


legit :gat.commaditted for whoever admits an 
ccletaſtical JurifdiQion, howſeever bounded 
30g; limited, [agmits-it ;- and that-is enough'to 
zbe fiſt Aſergion of a Supreme Authority over the 
Conſcience in-Mattersof Religion: But then (fax 
they) phere 876 fooie: particular things exempr 
From, all Humpoe:Copaizance, :which if the Civil 
Magiſtrate preſpeae t6:impeſe upen the Conſcien- 
ces. of his SubjeQy, as he ventures beyond the 
Wasrant gf his: Gommitios, iſo he ean tie ng Obs 
ligation of Obedience upon them; ſeeing they can 
be. yader no. SudjeRtiqn.in thoſe things where they 
arg yodet no Authority, Now this: pretetice res 
ſolves it ſejf thus 3; that they do not quarrel His 
lajeſties Ecelehaſtical Suprematy, but they ac. 
Koowledge is.tq be: the undoubred- Right of all 


$Qvereign Princes, as: long as its Exercife is kept . 


wichin, due hounds ef Modeſty and Moderation; 
Which being granted, al their general Exceptions 
again the Sufficiency of the Authoricy it ſelf, aro 
quitied, and they have now nothing to except a* 
Knſt bc th exceſaof us Juriſdiction. 50 ths 

aving: gained tits. graund, the next thing to 
affigned and determined, is the juſt yo | lawfub 
bounis of this Pawer ; and that has been _ 
| y 
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dy dillinfily enough deſcribed as 
to. all the Le Caſes Tifewer of So 
that can probably occur in Hu- , 33 50 064; 
mare Life ; all which may be, 

ſunm'd, up in this one General Rule, Ka Thar 


Goyerngurs take « Say Ne to. o, apple ſ pa th 


rently gyil, and that. he, qr 
plead Conſgence 4 
afelt and moſt Es te. Ro: Ws es of 
all chat; are upright and peaccablez and 
refuſe Mn $6bj K-56 ia  fych a. gentle and mods 
yernment, make theruſelves uncapable of al all 
the Benefits of FOORY þ in that if we ſtop not 
ter Liberty of .R empnti ating ro the Commands 
.of Anthority at rinciple, we ſhall for ever 
ful ps an after loſ pigs making any. SONG Proviſi- 
ons . for; tha Peace Security ol f Commor- 
ce So that j It they will axfennpt an 
hers to, w ofe , they muſt agajo either can- 
vel Al £ leliaſtical Power, or = it within 
ngrromer bounds: bet Juriſdiction, as whigh 
are equally abſurd and dangerous ; the foxmen we 
have alxeady caſhiered as flac. rs by and the 
4 is 19 5, becauſetberais no end of the Fol- 
pot ures,. qr at leaſt the Pretences of 
Reign o-thar.if they may be ſuffer'd to over- 
rule the Power of Princes, then canPrinces claim 
oa Power over any that haye no. mind to obey 
therh, #, e.,they haye: none at all, becauſe all char 
are. or. would: be diſpbedicnt may plead diffatis. 
hop for their Priyiledge, and that ſuperſedes all 
x e teyrn of- Authority, And here too be- 
fore they can do agy good , wg muſt juſtifie the 


reaſonable- 
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reaſonableneſs of the Pretences of Scandal, or an 
-unſatisfied Canſcience in Oppoſition to the Pablick 
-Laws :' 5; es -they muſt prottitute all the Wiſdom 
and. Power of. Government tothe Humour and 
Tgriorance,: of the common People, and that is 
"plainly to _ it. Nay, though we ' ſhoutd 
"grant them” all this,” and'any thing elfe that they 
-canwith or wittiout modeſty demand ; yet when 
"211 is d6ne; rhe' Puritan Controverſie will prove 
the moſt defperate and, indefenſible cauſe in the 
'World. | For that relates to the Lawfulneſs or 
"Unlawfiineſs of the Matters of the ' particular 
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mighty Prize it is that they contend for in good 
earneſt, and yer after all my pains, I muſt Proreſt 
that I underſtand their meaning no more, than [ 
do the Great. Secret, or the Philoſophers Stone, 
For the reſult of all their endleſs talk, is plainly 
reducible to theſe two Heads, Either what they 
plead in their own behalfe, that they may have Lt- 
berty to Worſhip God according to that Rule thae 
is inſtituted and preſcribed co them in the Goſpel : 
or what they objec againſt us, which 1s in the 
Jaft Iſſue of things nothing elſe than che horrible 
Unwarrantableneſs of Symbolical Ceremonies. As 
for the firſt, they till perſiſt to urge it with their 
OLD ZEAL, CLAMOUR, and 
CONFIDENCE, though it is apparently 


no more concern'd inthe matter of our Contro- 


yerſie than the poſlibility of Squaring the Circle, 
For when we deſcend to particulars, and proceed 
by Induction, there is not any thing by which they 
divide and diſtinguiſh themſelves from the Church 
of England, that can ſo much as pretend to the 
leaſt foot-ſteps in the Word of God, And, though 
they have been ſo oftea Challenged, Upbraided 
and Taunted, to ſhew one Divine or Apoſtoli- 
cal InjunRion that expreſly requires their way of 


Worſhip, as far as iris oppoſed to our eſtabliſhe 


Rites and Conſtitutions ; yet you may ſ0oner beat 
out their brains (if they have any ) than make 
them ſo much as atrend to your motion ; or at leaſt 


' prevail wich them to Specifie this General Rule in 


any one particular caſe. If they would bur. once 
undertake this, it would bring all our Differences 
to a very ſpeedy and a very eafie iſſue. For if 


the Scripture have determined any certain and 
-Q ſtand- 
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ſtanding Rules of outward Worſhip, what can be 
more reaſonably demanded, or ealily performed 
than to afsign them ? Iris fall as obvious as to find 
out the Rules of the Licargy by the Rubricks and 
Canons of the Church : 1f it have not, What can 
be more diſingenuous or ſeditious than for men to 
Rand upon ſuch conditions of their Obedience, 
' as they know to be impoſsible ? They bave had 
time enough to ſearch the Sacred Records for par- 


ticular Forms and Rituals of ourward Worſhip; and | 
when with all their pains they have net been able | 


to diſcover ſo much as one expreſs Inſtitution,Is it 
not Prodigious, beyond all Precedent, that they 
ſhould perſevere in their OLD CONFIDENCE, 


and that in defiance to their own knowledge and | 
experience? And they may with all their ſearch- | 


ingas ſoon find out the Inſtitution of all the Laws 
and Ceremonies of the Order of the Garter in 
holy Writ, as any one Form of Worſhip enjoi- 
ned to all Ages of the Church under a perpetual 
and unalterable Obligation, beſide barely the two 


Sacraments. What can be imagined more peeviſh | 


or humourſome, than for Men under ſo much 


DEMURENESS and SEEMING SANCTITY, | 
to Perſiſt ſo Seditiosſly in ſuch a baffled and preca- | 
rious Pretence ? It 1s rank and felf-convicted way- | 


wardneſs. 

But then, Secondly , When they come to ob- 
ject againſt us , the laſt reſult of all their outcry 
there, is, the ſad unwarrantableneſs of Symbolical 
Ceremonies ; though had they made it Syncategore- 
matical Ceremonies, the ObjeQion had been more 
terrible than it 1s by at leaſt three or four Syllables. 
It is both an hard and a big word, and for any 

| > +. Tons 
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thing the People know , may lipnifie one of the 


 bloodieſt things 'in Popery. They will endure 


any Ceremonies, provided they be well purged of 
all their Symbolicalneſs ; that is the very Eſſence 
of Paganilm, Superitition and Idolatry. They 
will, and ought ſooner to broil in S-irhfield, than 
ſubmie to ſuch Abominations of the Strumpet and 
the Beaſt, It is leſs dangerous to Worſhip the 
Hoft, and more eafie to believe Tranſubſtantiation, 
than to defile our ſelves with this lewd and Anti- 
chriſtian Tangram. The Jeſuites Powder was 
firſt extra&ed our of it, it is worſe than Witch. 
craft and Sorcery, the leaſt Infuſion of it inmedi- 
ately transforms a Man into a Papi/# or a Few, or 
any thing elſe as the Enchantment is laid. *Tis 
the very Potion wherewith the Scarlet Whore 
made drank the Kings of the Earth, Heliogaba- 

bu and Biſhop Bower loved ic like Clary and Eggs, 
and alwayes made it their Mornings-Draught up- 

on Burning-Dayes; and it is fot to be doubted 

but that the ſeven Vials of Wrath, that were to be 

poured upon the Nations of the Farth under the 

Reignof Antichriſt, were filled with Symbolical 

Extracts and Spirits. 

- Andwere all this diſmal Story a ſad and ſerious 

Truth, Men could ſcarce be more affrighted than 

they are at two or three very innocent Ceremo- 

nies, only becauſe they are called Symbolical: and 

yet after all this hideous noiſe and our-cry, (1.) 

It is very unhappy that there are no Ceremontes 

to be found out in the World, but what are Sym- 

bolical , in thatitisthe very Nature, and the only 

warrantable Uſe of Ceremonies to be Symbolical. 

But, ( 2,) Suppoſe a” gy any that are pure 


2 and 


" 1x __ 


and Unſymbolical, yet-it will be a cruel task to 
find our any certain Prohibition, either in the 
Law of Nature, or the Word of God, againſt all 
thoſe that are Symbolical ;' and: if ir cannot be 
done, they will not prove ſo deadly dangerous 
as hath been hitherto imagined... And, (3.) It is 
ſtill ſomewhat more difficult co. find out the fe- 
veral ſorts and ſpecies of Symbolical Ceremonies, 
and which are allowable and which not, by what 
Marks we miy know which are natural and which 
are only cuſtomary, which owe their beginning 
to chance, and whieh to Inſtitution ; where the 
Scripture has allowed one to be uſed in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and where ir has diſavowed - the 
other, and why the Soveraign Power - may not 
beſtow this Priviledge upon a Ceremony by vertue 
of its Prerogative, as well as Uſe and Cuſtom, 
what greater Immoraliry is there in them when 
they are determined by the Command and Inſtitu- 
tion of the Prince,than when by the Conſent and 
Jaſticution of the People, with ſo many more curi- 
ous and profound Enquiries, that they muſt ſpend 
whole Waggon-Loads of Metaphyſicks, to pre- 
pare their way, and make their approaches to 
the ſubtilcy of the Argument. Are not theſe 
Men ( think you )) pretty well reſolved upan ir, to 
be for ever peeviſh and troubleſome , that can 
raiſe ſo much duſt and diſorder out of ſuch ſlender 
and beggerly Prerences ? Pretences ſo apparently 
vin and frivolous, that their perſiſting in them ſo 
log and ſo ſ{tubbornly , can prove nothing but 
their being utterly forſaken either of all Modeſty 
or Underitarding, Had they any thing in the 
World material to obje&t, they would never 

make 
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. make ſo very much of ſuch very Non-ſenſe, that 
has nothing elſe to defend it even from the ſcorn 
of the common People, than that it is ſhelter'd 
under a word that they underſtand not. But 
(ſay ſome) if their Scruples are ſo very Childiſh, 
why do not you that are, or pretend to be wiſer , 
condeſcend a little to their folly., rather than 
give them opportunity. of creating ſo much di-: 
{tarbance to ſo-little purpoſe ? In Anſwer: to 
theſe Men, though there were-no other Reaſon 
of our firm adherence to our old Conſtitutions, 
yet this is a very ſufficient one, T hat we can ne- 
yer - ſatisfie their Demands , nor remove their 
Grounds of diflike , by ail the Alterations and 
Condeſcentions in the World, For let us order. 
our ; external. Worſhip with as much ceution and 
ſimplicity as themſelves pretend to, yet we can 
never prevent their Objection, unleſs we quite 
aboliſh ic ; and it daſhes as much againſt their own 
way of Worſhip as againſt ours: for therein con- 
ſiſts the very Uſe and Nature of all outward Wor- 
ſhip, co expreſs and repreſent the inward ſenſe of 
our Minds by ſome outward Indication s ſo that if 
there be any outward Worſhip in the World, there 
is no avoiding it, but it muſt be ſignificant and 
Symbolical. 

And now, I hope, I may ſafely appeal to 
the Reader, to ſearch the Records of all Ages 
and Nations in the World; and though he will 
meet with numberleſs Stories of ſtrange and un- 
accountable Schiſms, yer he will never find any 
People ſo ridiculouſly peeviſh, as to ſeparate from 
the Church they lived under, upon ſuch woful 
Scruples and Efteptions as are pleaded and<in- 
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ted upon by our preſent Difſenters. They are as 
new as theyare impertinent, peculiar to themſelves, 
unheard and unthought of to all the World befide. 
3. Bur, Thirdly, Whar if his Adverſiry has 
not made any unkind RefleRions upon his Perſon; 
nor taken any Advantages againſt himſelf or his 
Cauſe, from.apy of his former Exorbitances? I 
will aſfure thee (Reader ) if he have, they are 
very lily and bimingly couch'd : TI have ſearch'd 
for them with all poſſible diligence and attention ; 
and after all my Induſtry, am'not able to furniſh 
my Common-Place-Book with any one of theſe 
Rhetorical Embelliſhments I muſt confeſs I meet 
with ſome Paſſages produced ag»inſt himſelf ont 
of his own Writings, but then I muſt acknow- 
ledge too, (re do right to all Parties ) that -they 
are all ſuch as were extorted by his own raſh and 
hot-headed Defiances, and fuch as his Adverſary 
was forced to appeal to, ( forely againſt his own 
will) in defence of his own honeſty. And thus 
when 7. 0. ſo daringly boaſts of his Conſtancy to 
his own Principles, and of his unalterable Zeal for 
Toleration under all Diſpenſations, and Providen- 
tial Revolutions; and yet confeſſes at the very 
entrance of his Diſcourſe, That in all pleas for 
Liberty of Conſcience, he and all others are forced 
to juggle and diſſemble with the World, and to 
admit of ſuch a Suppoſition as flatly contradicts 
their own firſt and Fundamental Principle, viz. 
T hat th:re 1s no Formof Worſhip Lawful and Al- 
lowable but What u« preſcribed in the Word of God ; 
and that is their own : Now, What could be more 
pertinent than to ſhow how their Language alters, 
when they ſpeak out theirfull meaning? and _ 
eney 
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they breathe nothing but Death and DeſtruRion 
co all Difſenters ; and this is largely enough evi- 
denced our of the inſpired Writings of 7.0;who in 
all his Pampilets and Preachments for Indulgence, 
is ever careful co except all Parties from the Bene. 
fie of that favour , butonly the Army-Saints, that 
were neceffary to.ſupport the Tyranny, and ſecure 
the Plunder of the Lords Anointed Ones. And 
this (I ſuppoſe) is farther evidenced paſt all con- 


, kradiction, not only from numberleſs Paſſages of 
his own Books, but from the very Pretence upon 


which he founds all his Demands, in thar ' the 
things they deſire tobe indulged in, are upon their 
own Suppolition for ever uncapable of any ſuch 
Liberty, becauſe (as they pretend) they are no 
leſs than Matters of indiſpenſable Duty. 

The ſecond occaſion that T obſerved of raking 
into his Scribles, was this, That when his Adver- 
fary had charged the Nonconformiſts with the Mo- 
deſty of appropriating to themſelves the Titles 
and Charaters of Godlineſs, yet this charitable 
Man cries, Tuſh, to the calumny, and defies it in 
thename of all the Secret Ones ; and eſpecially as 
far as it concerns his own worthy individual Selt : 
though as great and conſiderable a Man as heis, I 
have ſome reaſon to be confident he was never ſo 
much as intended or thought of in the Accuſation : 
And therefore I appeal to all the World, whether 
any thing could be more pertinently Replyed to 
rebuke the boldneſs of this Challenge, than by 
checking the career of his Confidence, even out of 
his own ſpiritual and ſelf.abaſfing Writings? And 
if ir-could pollbly be proved that never any Man 
was more malapert and forward to paſs Reproba- 
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ting Cenſures upon all Parties, than 7. 0. that 
alone might paſs for a ſafficient Correction of 
ſach rude and nnadviſed Challenges. Nay, had 
be been content barely to deny. this rough Im- 
peachment, and not upbraided his Adverſary to 
Traverſe it, as he would not forfeit his Ingenuity, 
he might ( I vecily believe) have eſcaped all 
thar diſgrace, that did and mult unayoidably fol- 
low upon his Publick Trial, 

The third main occaſion that neceſficated his 
Adverſary to make uſe of this Weapon, was this, 
That when he had only charged ſome Men (thar 
yet were nameleſs) with owning this. poor inno- 
cent Principle , that to purſue Succeſs, though in 
Villany and Rebellion, is to follow Providence ; 
this Man had the face and the folly too,to defie it 
for a monſtrous Fiction, and a huge yelling Lye. 
Now it becomes not a Gentleman, and much leſs 
a Divine, to put up the Lye, eſpecially when ic is 
. daſhr in his Teeth with all the Circumſtances of 
Publick Scorn and Dildain, and therefore though 
probably he were provided of athouſand other In. 
ſtances co juſtifle the Truth of his Accuſation 
againſt ſome other Men, yet it was moſt proper 
to vindicate his own Integrity, by laying the 
whole Load upon this Mans unparallel'd and intol- 
lerable Confidence, And for this reaſon it is (1 
preſume ) that he has given ſuch a right godly 
Account of Providence out of the Writings of 7.0. 
as only defeats all the Obligations of Religion and 
common Honelity, *and ( if there be occaſion for 
it) will at any time juſtifie all the Wickedneſs in 
the World, Whenl firit peruſed it, I muſt confeſs 
] could not but tremble to ſee any man ſo deſpe- 
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rately debauch'd as to diſgorge ſuch a Load of 
rank Blaſphemy and Difloyalty , and that with 
the Warrant and Confidence of a Divine Autho- 
rity. The Diſcourſe is madeup of ſuch lewd and 
unaccountable Principles, that ſhould all the Impo- 
ſors in the World, nay all the Powers of Darkneſs. 
club together to contrive a compleater Doctrine of 
Religious Falſhood and Immorality, they could 
never out-do its Horrour and Wickedneſs, And 
now if ſuch unavoidable Arguments as theſe may 
be called Perſonal Refleftions, or if ſuch Perſonal. 
RefleFions may be thought diſfingenuous, there is 
then no remedy bur it muſt be granted that f. 0. 
has had ſomewhat harder meaſure than was ne- 
ceſlary : if nor, I hope it is no Offence againſt the 
Rules of Candour or Good Manners for an Ho- 
neſt Man to impeach a MalefaQour, eſpecially 
when he is forced to it in defence of his. own Ho- 

nour and Reputation. ict. 49h 
If there be any other ſharp words inany other 
Paragraphs of his. Adverſaries Diſcourſe, of 
which he:complains under his old common place of 
Railing; to that I can ſay no more, than to in- 
form them, thac there is ſome little difference be- 
tween Railing and juſt Reproofs, and to chal-. 
lenge them to ſpecifie one tart and ſevere Expreſ- 
lion, that the Argument will not only bear, bur 
require; otherwiſe Iam apt to believe, by the ex- 
ample of all the moſt Claſſical of Antient and 
Modern Profeſſors of Controverlie, it is no very 
foul play nor Language to diſcover palpable For. 
geries, afeted Miſtakes , thick Contradictions , 
and ſhameleſs Impertinencies. If it is, then[ 
muſt be ſo ingeauous as to contels,that his Ho 
| ary 
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fary is one of the moſt unmerciful and uncleanly 
Writers that ever pretended to good Nature or 
good Manners. But when a bold Scribler ſhall 

dare toimpoſe upon the World wich the moſt 
enormous and ungrounded Falſifications, Ithink it 
is alrogether as eloquent, and as civil too, plainly 
to tell him, ( as that Author hasdone ) in blunc 
and downright Engliſh, that chey are impudenc 
ahd inexcufable Falſhoods, as tamely to ſay, Ve- 
rily, verily , forſooth you not ſay Troth. And 
there lies the vehemence and cruelty of his Stile, 
in' inſulting over ſuch notorious and unpalliable 
Tricks of Difhoneſty. No invectives can be 
ſharp __ to reprove meer and affeted Ca- 
lumny; and had he had any appearance of pre- 
tence either to excule or to alleviate his Miſtakes, 
he might have called for Quarter, and challenged 
ſome Mercy': but when he ſhall load an Honeſt 
Man that never. provoked, no, nor rival'd him, 
with ſuch black and horrid flanders , he Outlaws 
himſelf co all the Claims and Priviledges of Civili- 
ty. A wilful and convicted' Forger, is every 
where lookt upon as an open and declared Enemy 
to the common Rights of Humanity, And yer 
this Mans Malice is ſadly aggravated by his Bold 
neſs : for had he accuſed his Adverſary of Trea- 
ſonable Words, or ſuborned a Profeſſor of Villa- 
ny, to impeach himof Popiſh Plots againſt the 
State, (provided he were not ſo unhappy as to 
ſwear he ſaw him take the Sacrament upon it in 
the Conclave at Rome, at the very ſame inſtant of 
time, when five hundred Perſons of an unble- 
miſht and unſuſpeRed Reputation are able and 
ready to depoſe that he was engaged in publick 
| - Em- 
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Employment'at Zomdon : ) I fay, bad he reven- 
ed himſelf of his Adverfary thus, it would have 
abated of the Impudence, though not of the Ma- 
lice of his Forgery. For Words once ſpoken, 
vaniſh into theempty Air, and are never after to 
be produced in Court to clear a Mans Reputation : 
but when be ſhall charge him ( as he has often 
done ) with nothing leſs or more than only Blaſ- 
phemy, and then think to make good his Charge 
by forging words chat may be ſo eafily confuted by 
legible Black and White ; that,I ſay again,is Conft- 
dence beyond all Example,and above all Imitation. 
' And then as for any other Paſſages thar they 
complain of ander the 75: of Arrogance and 
Contempt; I can and will fay no more to them, 
than that it is a ſad Unhappineſs. ro have to do 
with fach an unreaſonable ſore of People ; when 
it is impoflible ro- make a juſt Repreſentation of 
the folly of their Pretences, without upbraiding it : 
No Argument in ſo palpable a Cauſe can be duly 
nrged to its proper Head, without ſome Satyr and 
InveRive ; ſo far is it from being any exceſs of 
temper , that *ctis downright Dulneſs and.want of 
Wir, not to expoſe theif Perſons whilſt we confute 
their Principles : for how is it to be avoided , but 
that ſuch Men muſt appear contemptible to all 
Mankind, that have ſo lictle Wit to believe, or ſo 
much Confidence to maintain ſuch monſtrous and 
thick Abſurdities ? So that they plainly owe all 
the Diſdain they complain of, to themſelyes, and 
the Nature of their Cauſe; and if their Talkings 
be ſo wretchedly trifling as they are provedto be, 
they can never be ſcorned too much for diſturbing 
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2.;Setled Church to fo little,. to.no purpoſe. So 
that all the ſeverity of that Diſcourſe, how ſtern 
ſoever it tnay appear, reſults purely from the Na- 
rure 'of the Argument, and not from any pecu-. 
bar fierceneſs of Expreſſion ::;And if that Authors 
Stile may to any ſeem more unmerciful than thatof 
ſome of his Neighbours, I think he need only de- 
fre thoſe Perſons to conſider, whether ctheycan, 
find any other Ground for their ſo thinking, that: 
that he may poſſibly have purſued their Pretences' 
2 lictle more cloſely and ſeverely to the laſt and 
moſt. lamentable Iſſue of their Folly. ' - ' , | 
.. And yet after all this needleſs Apology, beſide 
what that Author, himſelf has made'in his own, 
behalf , more than. became; him,; -bad 7. 0. been. 
treated as rudely and unmercifully. as *cis pretend- 
ed, yet.it can never be pretended that he was. 
treated any worſe than he deſerved : for he is a 
Perſon of. ſuch a pernicious Temper , of ſuch a 
ſwoln infolenee,0f ſuch a reſtleſs and implacable 
Spirit, of ſuch a ſworn and inveterate Hatred to 
the preſent Government of. Church and State, 
that he ought, without Ceremony or fear of Inci- 
vility, tobe purſued as the greateſt. Peſt and moſt 
dangerous Enemy of the Comfnon-wealth ; and 
whoever wiſhes well to his Country, can never do 
it greater ſervice,then by beating down the Intereſt 
and Reputation of ſuch Sons of Belial. Had he ever 
given us any Symptoms of Modeſty or Remorſe for 
his old Impoſtures, would he have been true to 
his own DoRrine of wheeiing about with Provi- 
dence ; would he but deign to give any Engage- 
ments of Loyalty and Allegiance, only whilſt it is 
in 
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in faſhion and:reputation, and acknowledge this 
good old Principles to have become wicked and 
abominable, becauſe they are now, and ſolong 
have been diſowned by Providential Revolutions: 
Nay, did he not ;give us manifeſt T okens of Rage 
and Indignation at the diſappointment of his for- 
mer Deſigns; did he oot employ all bis Induſtry to 
diſcompoſe our preſent Settlement, did he not 
make it his bulineſs in private, and (as far as he 
dares ) in publick to keep upthe old Schiſm, and 
to keep back the People from returning to Peace 
and Sobriety,; did he not crain'up Nurſlings: of 
the Cauſe . in Principles of - Enthuſiaſm and 
Sedition , .did: he not alwayes thruft forward 
to appear in the Head of the - Mutiny, did he not 
ſet up his Flag.of Defiance againſt the Church: of 
England, and beſtir himſelf with all his Zeal and 
Power againſt all Endeayours of Peace and Re- 
conciliation, did he not enflame and exaſperate 
the Minds of his Diſciples, againſt the Eltabliſhe 
way of Worſhip and Diſcipline, and chuſe rather 
than ſee it perfeRly ſerled, to let looſe Antichriſt, 
and call in the Turk: in a word, did he not ſhew 
himſelf paſt all hopes of Reformation, by bis in- 
corrigible Boldneſs and Confidence , he might 'be 
allowed ſome Grains of Mercy and Tenderneſs. 
But if he be a Perſon of ſuch a gangren'd Tem- 
perand Malignant Spirit, no body that is not con- 
cerned and involved in the ſame guilt himſelf, can 
ever be concerned to have ſuch a Caiciff ſpared. 
Eſpecially when by his Zeal and Pragmaticalneſs he 
has advanced himſelf to ſome . confiderable Power 
and Reputation with his Party ; in ſo much char 
| great 
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great Numbers of {illy People run greedily into 
Schiſmatical courſes for no other reaſon than be. 
cauſe 7. 0. ſteers and drives them. He is (to his | 
great content) become the Head of the Faction, 
_ and the Oracle of the ſeparate Churches ; and is 
conſulted in all Caſesof Conſcience, and in all Pro- 
jeas of Anarchy; and his bare Authority and 
Nod, is to the Diſciples a ſatisfactory Determina- 
tion of all Enquiries. And if it be fo, itis not on- 
ly fir, but neceſſary to take down ſuch an aſpiring 
Mind from its heighth and loftineſs, to take off all 
his demure and hypocritical Diſguiſes, and to 
ſhew him to the deluded People in his own Co- 
fours, and if it be poilible to difabuſe them, by 
lecting them ſee that the only thing thar lies at the 
bottom of all his Twwaltuatingneſs of Spirit, is 
Pride and Ambition. - I ever had ſogood an Opi- 
nion of the well-meaning of the Vulgar ſort, that 
I am confident great Multicudes would quickly re- 
rurn to themſelves and to their Duty, did they bur 
fee into the Diſhoneſty of their Leaders, and into 
the Deſigns of their PraQtices: and I can ſcarce 
judge ſo ſeverely of any Member of his own Ren. 
devouz , as to believe he would ever have encruſt- 
ed his Soul and irs Eternal Intereſt to his Condu, 
had he but underſtood the Rankneſs of his Blaſ- 
phemies againſt the Divine Providence. Andthat | 
is one of the chiefeſt Arts they make uſe of t6 
keep their People faſt ro their Communion, wx. 
To bar up their Minds againſt all wayes of being 
undeceived, if chey do bur light upon a Book that 
reflets upon their Reputation, i is immediately 
wreſted out of their hands; and they are —_— 
| rom 
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from peruſing it, becauſe (as they inform them) 
it is ftuffic with nothing but Railing, and Wicked, 
and Ungodly Opinions, But were they fo hardy 
as , notwithſtanding their frightful Tales, to exa- 
mine and judge impartially, it js not tobe doubted 
but that their Conventicles would quickly moulder 
away, if rhey did not ſuddenly vaniſh and diſap- 
pear : ſo that at laſt nothing will be found more 
ſerviceable towards the cure of our Schiſms and 
Diviſions, than to deal plainly and ſincerely with 
the People, in acquainting them with the Blaſphe- 
mous DocCtrines and Seditious PraRicesof theſe 
Achitophels. 

And therefore I would adviſe 7. 0. for the fu- 
ture , to forbear all Publick Attempts againt 
the Church; and if he will not , he will find all 
the Rebuke he has hitherto ſuffered, to be but the 
beginnings of his ſorrows, and will be brought 
to the Sledge oftner than he is aware of: for if he 
be not taken down with open and continual Dif-. 
graces, his Pride will quickly grow raging and 
inſupportable. 1 know he will complain of this 
as the moſt intemperate Language that was ever 
poured upon him by any Adverſary , but *tis no 
matter for that, as long as I know them, and have 
proved them to be Words of Truth and Sobriety : 
they proceed not from Paſſion or Revenge, but 
from an upright and compoſed Mind, that upon 
mature Judgment chuſes this way of procedure as 
moſt proper and rational againſt ſuch an enormous 
and irreclaimable Offender. I have not skill 
enough inthe Tricks of Hypocriſte, to proteſt my 


_ Friendfhip and Charity to my Enemies in the 
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coarſeſt Expreſsions of  Rancour and Bitterneſs , 
as this meek-ſpirited Man always does, with 
heaping up all the Recriminations that ( he tells 
us ) he might, but will not retort; and ſo in 
one breath vents his Malice , and boaſts his Cha- 
rity; and were it not for this demure way of 
darzing his Revenge, it is manifeſt from the Geni- 
us of his Mind and Writings, that death it ſelf 
would ſcarce be more diſguſtful, than an bearty 
forgiveneſs, otherwiſe be would not alwayes iſ- 
ſue out his Pardons with ſuch ſpiteful and ſtabbing 
Intimations. But for my own part, I love no- 
thing more than a frank and an open Integrity, 
and endeavour nothing more than to deal clearly 
and undiſguiſedly with all Men; and therefore 
having plainly enough told him his 'own, and 
nothing but his own as to his Principles, I need 
not to proteſt my unfeigned Love and Charity to- 
wards his Perſon; I am too well aſſured of the 
'Uprightneſs of my Purpoſes, to condefcend to ſuch 
faint and mif-giving Expreſsions, for it is nothing 
elſe but a diffidence of their own Sincerity, that 
puts Men upon ſuch needleſs Appeals and Proteſta. 
tions. And therefore in ſtead of that, 1 ſhall 
only add, That I do not in the leaſt tax his pri. 
vate Converſation; and (for any thingI ever will 
know, for I ſcorn ever to enquire ) he may liveas 
becomes a. good and an honeſt Man among his 
Neighbours and Acquaintance : the only thing [ 
Lay to his Charge, is his inſolent and unpardona- 
ble Behaviour-cowards the Publick; and *tis pare* 
ly for the ſake, and inthe behalf of that, that I 


- account with him fo ſeverely for his old Arrears. 
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" Whickt yet 1 ſhould willingly have ſpared, (fo ten- 


der am I of the Laws of Good Nature and Civility, 
even towards all that have forfeited their Rightin 
them) could 1 ever have diſcovered the leaſt ap- 
pearance of -Integrity either in his Writings or 
Actions, or the leaſt tokens of Repentance tor his 
former Crimes, or the leaſt ground of hope for 
his future Reformation : but when nothing ap- 


pears but reprobate Hardneſs and Impenitence,and 


an obſtinate perſiſting in his old Rancour, his caſe 
is deſperate; and when Men are palt Grace, they 
are pait Mercy too. | | 


And thus having done him Right, andhis Pam- 
phler Reaſon, and prevented the Deſign of eſca- 
ping the Difgrace of his Overthrow, by ſending a- 
broad New Challenges before he had diſcharged 
himſelf of his old Engagements , ir 1s high time to 
return tothe Argument, upon which I was en- 
tring, when he came in my way to divert me, 
VI 


To conſider what likelihood, or huw much Dan- 
ger there 4 of the Return of Popery into 
this Nation. 


For my own part, I know none, but the Non- 
conformiſts boiſterous and unreaſonable Oppoeliti- 
on to the Church of England, for if ever that be 
Re-erected, ir muſt be upon the Ruines of this, as 
long as this ſtands inPower and Reputation, it will 
eaſily beat back and baffle all the Attempts of 
Rome, and all its Adherents, Our Reformation 
Es Jo D is 
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is Eftabliſht upon ſuch unblameable Grounds and 
Princaples, that all the. Learning and Wit of our 
Adverfaries was never able to faiten any Reproach 
er 'Diſhonour upon tlie Conſtitution it ſelf, and 
next.to the Purican Cauſe, there'was never any fo 
anequally managed asthe.Controverlie between us 
and-rhe Romaniſts; their moſt plaufible Reaſo- 
 nings are evidently no better chanlittle Tricks and 
Soplnſms, and ſeem 1ntended by themſelves rather 
co. abuſe the Simple, than to ſatisfie:the Wiſe : in 
fo much. that it is very: hardly credible that thoſe 
Perſons who have lately appeared in the Cauſe , 
can notwithltanding all their ſeeming Zeal and 
Earneſineſs, be really in good earnelt in their 
Pretences ; but tis fomewhat 'more' wonderful , 


that they ſhould have the Confidence to ſuppoſe. 


the World ſhould be fo (imple as to think them fo, 
when they can boaſt ſuch idle talk for Demonſtra- 
tion, as themſelves: ( unleſs their Skulls are Ruffc 
with Mud and Siw-duſt) cannot but know to be 
meer Trifling, and arrant Sopbiſtry. And 'no 
. wonder, for every Cauſe mult be defended as tt 
can ; their |nnovattons are fo undeniable, and the 
Deſign of- our Reformation fo apparently Apoſto- 
lical, that choſe People mult needs argue at a 
ſtrangely wilde rate, that will be Demonſtrating 
againlt Experience! and Ocular InſpeQion ,; and 
nothing could preſerve them from being hiſs'd our 
of 'the Pir, bur thatthey are extreamly confident, 
and moſt Readers: ſufficiently ignorant: fo that 
the 'Church of--E»g/and may ſafely dehie all their 
Oppoſition, - ſhe doesnov ſtand upon ſuch trem- 
_ 'bling Foundations as to be thruſt down. with 


Bullruſh. 
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Bullruſh- ſpears , with ſure ' Footings, ' and-Oval 
Traditions, with Labyrinths and Caltles- inthe 
Air. If there be any danger from them, it ties 
more remote and out of view; and-if ever:they 
Set any Ground or Advantage of us, they will be 
bound to make their Acknowledgements to the 
Puritans and the (trength of cheigAfeiſtance; Nor 
that theſe are a whic more conſiderable and dexd- 
doing Enemythan the other; they are T riflers be? 
yond contempt; *'and when they have in 'theif: 
mighty Zeal done their poor utmoſt, and ſpene 
all their Ammunicion, a Man. mnit be very ple- 
netick that can refrain from Laughing at che Olly 
and the childiſhneſs of their Attempts. No; their 
ſkrength lies in other Weapons, and their danger 
ariſes from other Intereſts ; their Faction may be 
made uſe of as Inſtruments to diflolve and unrayel' 
the: eſtabliſh'd frame of things, bur they can never 
be able to ſet up anyof their own Models, and cra- 
zZy. Fancies in lieu of it , they are too humorous 
and extravagant, ever to be reduced'to practice; a 
lictle Experience quickly brought them all into 
the ſcorn and contempt of the common People ; 
and it would be a pleaſint ſpeRacle ro fee either 
the  Claſsical or 'the Congregational Dilſcipline' 
Eſtabliſh'd by Authority. Bur, alaſs! they-are' 
only excellent at their old DeliruRtion-Work ; 
and beſide that, their Conceits are coo freakifſhto 
be ever ſetled upon any laſting bottom , they will 
alwayes be ſupplanting each other by their nwtual 
$quabbles and Animoſities, ſo that though-they 
can never compaſs their own giddy Del:gns, yetby 
their perpetual and reſtleſs Oppoſition- x0 the: 
F D 2 Church, 
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Charch , they may poilibly be the occaſion of its 
utter Ruine: and Diſſojution; and by that Change 
may probably make way for the IntroduQion of 
Popery: And this is molt likely to be effe&ed by 
theſe Means, and upon theſe Accounts. 


I. By creating Diſorders and Diſturbances in 
' the State : Forthe preſent Fanaticks are ſo little 
Friends to the preſent Government, that their En- 
mity to that is one of the main Grounds of their 
Quarrel co the Church. They are generally fer. 
mented with a Republican Leven, and are faln 
out with Monarchy it ſelf, as one of the greateſt 
Inſtruments and Supports of Antichriſt ; and no 
Liberty with them either of che SubjeR or of Con- 
ſcience , but in a Common-wealth'; and that is a 
mighty piece of their Zeal and their ProjeR to re- 
form the Government of Church and State to the 
Platform of the Low-Countries. *Tis the Good 


Old Cauſe that is the _ m—_ _ Endear- 
m; and the greateſt 


ment - of the preſent Schi 
Agents in and for Conventicles, are Officers and 
Chaplains of the old Army. And the warmeſt 
and moſt zealous of them, ſuch as have given 
the World no great ground to ſuſpeR, either from 
their profeſs'd Principles or open PraQices, that 
they have the leaſt Concern or Tendernefs for Re- 
ligion, - But this is the only plauſible Device that 
is left them, to rally and rendeyouz the People of 
God into a Body by themſelves, and diſtin& from 
the-reſt of the Nation; and ſo keep up a Party 
alwayes ready and prepared for their Purpoſes ; 
that if ever they may gain any hopes or adyanta- 
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ges of recovering the Kings Power, or the Biſhops 
Lands, (for confident Men deſpair of nothing) 
they may play the Holy Brotherhood upon De- 
mands and Attempts either of the old or ſome 
other new thorough-godly Reformation, anden- 
rage their Fiery Spirits againſt the Abominations 
and Idolatries of the Whore and. Antichriſt, 
Though the danger here is nat very formidable , 
becauſe Fanaticiſme it ſelf is ſo much worn into 
Contempt, ( unleſs among the meer Rabble ) chat. 
'tis never likely to gather ſtrength enough to grap- 
ple with the Royal Power ; but yet. whatſoever 
Power it has, (if ic have any) lies in the Old Ar- 
my and the Old Cauſe. And if we obſerve the 
rue Patriots of the Godly Party inevery County, 
we ſhall find them generally ſuch Perſonsas were 
never much concerned to give his Majeſty any 
great aſſurance of their Loyalcy and Allegiance; 
and there are very few (if any) of any conlidera- 
ble Intereſt or Eſtate among them, that was not 
raiſed by Plunder and Sequeſtration: fo that the 
Chiefs of the Party are only che Remainders of the 
old Rebellion, and the Republican Faction, and 
ſuch as profeſs no great kindneſs to Monarchy or 
Soveraign Princes. Theſe that are ſo ſtein'd with 
Guilt and Diſloyalty , are they that are every 
where ſo zealous to make their Cabals of Zeal, 
and their Muſters of Reformation, or at leaſt to 
keep up the Cauſe and themſelves above deſpair, by 
keeping up a factious and diſcontented Party, 
that, if ever opportunity ſhould favour them , 
may have Strength and Intereſt enough to a&t 
over their Old Deſigns of ZEAL and RE FO R- 
| D 3 MATION, 


(59). 
MAT 19N. | Now at preſent it is the Way and 
the Wiſdomof” theſe-Men to bend al their Forces 
aF1hit the Heeleliaflick Stare, notonly to diſguiſe 
thelv i frentrons; but to remove the main hindrance 
of:their Deſigns.! 

©Pof *216 the Chutth that 3sthe beſt part of 
evbry Common wentth , ard when all Projeds 
ar® titled, Reſigion'k the beſt Security of Peace 
{'Obedience:': The Powe? of Princes would be: 
bara hory precarious thing, withour rhe Alliftance 
 ofiBedeliifticks ,*' and all Governinent does 'and 

MAN owe its quier #1d continuancetothe Churches 
PAfronape; ris the Anthority that) has over the 
Odin ftiences of SubjeRs , that chiefly keeps the 
Crown non the Priviees Head, 4hd were it not for | 
ri&@Reſtraints of '!Oorſcietice , thr are tied on by 
<6 Hands 6f the Prieſt; and the Laws of Religt- 
Q#- Mil: would: be'a' monſttouNy wild and' un- 
eSvebrible Creature, For thongh the World be 
kept in” ſome -roferible' Order, notwithſtanding 
there are roo many Perſons i in it of Atheiſtical 
#nd *Irreligious Principles, yet of all Subjetts 
theſe are the- moſt dangerous and diſloyal, ' be- 
cauſe *tis impoſſible to bring them under any effe- 
Qual Engrgements of Duty and Aﬀegiance , and 
hence it is that all Seditions and Treaſons are head- 
ed 1nd minged by fuch Leaders: Ac leaſt, though 
they are not able co do fo very much miſchief. be- 
_ Eavſe their Parcy is not very conſiderable, yet 
were all Mankind of cheir Humour and Perſwaſi 10N, 
norhing could be more inſecure and deſtitute of 
he'p than the Condition of Princes, becauſe no 
Man according to rheir Principles could be fo foo- 
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liſh as to think himſelf any way obliged to venture 
Life and Fortune for the ſake of their Intereſt ,* and 
whenever they are attempted, Subjects would be 
determined as to their Loyalty by the chance of 
Succeſs, and not by any antecedent Obligations ; 
and whenever the Princes Aﬀairs were brought in- 
to any ſtraight or danger, they muſt leave him to 
ſhift for himſelf, and revolt to an Uſurpee for 
their own Safery and Intere(t, But thoſe 6nly are 
Loyal Snbjes, and true Friends and Servints to 
the Eſtabliſhr Government, that think ic thetr Du- 
ty to adhere to their Prince in a} Fortunes," and 
to aſſiſt and ſerve him againſt af Enemies; 'and 
*tis their Numbers evetywhere- that keep the 
World in that little order and ſecurity that it en- 
Joys : for beſide the uſeful and advantagious Of- 
fices that they do to the Crown' by their ownh-im< 
mediate Service , *tis their known and ſworn 'Fj- 
delity that in a great Meaſure keeps back wicked 
and ſeditious Men from attempting it too lightly, 
Every aſpiring Mind, or nepleRed Grandee, would 
be preſently venturing at'the Throne, if itſftood 
naked and unguarded of the Afsiſtances of Loyal. 
»: But when they are aſſured, that howſ{oe- 
ver their Deſigns may ſucceed , that there is (o 
ſtrong a Party unalterably reſolved to make Head 
apainit them and all their Attempts, *cis that that 
chiefly makes ſuch ProjeRs -and Prattices not fo 
very frequent or eaſte, - Now *tis nothing bur 
Conſcience and Religion that can awe the Minds 
of Men toany ſenſe of this Duty, and they ever 
are, and ever muſt be Govern'd by Ecclefiaftichs , 
other Perſons may tamper with them, and inveig'e 
"<4 lome 
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ſome ftragling People, but ſill the main Body of 
a Nation, and eſpecially the ſober part of it, will 
chaſe to ſubmit themſelyes to their Conduc, whoſe 
publick Profeſsion it is to guide Souls, and inſtruct 
Conſciences: ſo that ro them, and the diſcharge 
of their Duty, do all Princes plainly owe the main 
Strength and Security of - their Government. This 
Obligation of kindneſs to the Eccleſraſtical State, 
is common to all Civil States , and ſo much as they 
diſcountenance the Power and Reputation of the 
Church, ſo much do they diſadvantage the Intereſt 
of their own Authority. But this reaſon of State 
is of greater force and more peculiar uſefulneſs in 
reference to the preſent Conſtitution of the King- 
dom of England. | 

The Nation is manifeſtly divided into two op- 
poſite. Parties, the Church of Z»g/and, and the 
Body of the Nonconformiſts: The former 
whereof is the greateſt Example of Loyalty, char 
_ perhaps ever appeared in the Chriſtian World. Its 
Clergy are the moſt Zealous Aſſertours of the 
Rights of Princes ; they have all along undaunted- 
ly maintain'd their Supremacy againſt all Aſſaults 
and Invaſions, they have poſleſt the Peoples Con- 
ſciences with a Religious Awe and Reyerence of 
Government; they have reſtrained chem from all 
Attempts of Rebellion, or of taking up Armes up- 
on any Pretence whatſoever., under the. greatelt 
and * moſt dreadful Penalties, they have ſecured 
them from. being abuſed with the Impoſtors of 
Zeal and Superſticion, and have carefully prevent- 
ed all the Shifts and excuſes of Diſobedience , and 
after they have made Subjecion a prime and in. 

PT ____ Ciſpenſable 
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diſpenſable Duty, they do not evacuate the Efica- 
cy of their Dodrine by jupling Reſerves and Li- 
mitations. . And thus are the People train'd up 
in a Conſcience of their Loyalty, and take it in 
together with their Religion, and are as ſtrongly 
principled againſt the hateful ſin of Rebellion, as 
againſt Witchcraft or Idolatry. And of this our 
Princes have had ſufficient proof and experience 
ever ſince the Reformation, They have ever 
found all their SubjeRs of the Communion of the 
Church of Z»g/and modeſt and peaceable , and 
were never troubled with Diſputes and Remon- 
ſtrances, Plots and Diſturbances from any of her 
Friends. And when Rebellion broke forth, and 
the Royal Power was invaded and oppreſſed, with 
what Zeal and Devotion did they appear in its de- 
fence, and for its Recovery ? And what Numbers 
ſacrificed Lives and Fortunes out of meer ſenſe of 
Duty and Allegiance ? For though it is not to be 
doubted, but that ſome might engage themſelves in 
the Royal Cauſe for other ends, yet *cis manifeſt 
from too many ſad Circumſtances, that the true 
and hearty Sons of the Church were acted by 
Principles of Conſcience and Religion , and whilſt 
others might be bought over by the Rebels and 


Uſurpers , ' no temptation could prevail upontheir 


Minds : but they were conſtant and impregnable 
in all Conditions. They forſake their Prince ! 
You muſt firſt force them to renounce their Faith 
their Loyalty ſtands upon their Religion, and chey 
were Martyrs as well as Souldiers for his Cauſe, 
and in his Service, This is the peculiar Genius, 
and theſe the diſtinguiſhing Principles of the 

| Church 
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Church of England; and as far'as they are ad- 
mitted into the Minds of Men , ſo far do they 
work in. them this religious and awful Regard to- 
ward:Sovercign Princes. And though ſometimes 
it may ſo fall out, that they may have other rea- 
ſons and Motives to determine them to their Loy- 
aly, yec:here are no Enforcements ſo. powerful 
and irrefiſtable as Convictions of Conſcience : 
All others may and often do fail,buc this never can. 
- But now-as tor the difſenting Party, their 'Ke- 
Egion ſpends it ſelf another way; their PR E-AC H- 
ERS fill the: peoples heads with 3/1/ND and 
PHRASES, poſleſs their Fahcies with Dreams 
and Viftons, and ſpend moſt of their PUZP7T- 
SWEAT" in making a NOISE about Faith , 
Communion with God, Attendance upon+Ordi- 
nances, that (as they manage chem) with. ſome 
other Fluttering and ROXLANTICK S$TO- 
RIES , ſerve only to appeaſe their Natural Senſe 
of Religion; 'and to fkroak them into a very civil 
and kind Opinton of themſelves, But as for the 
Duaty of Reſpe&t and Obedience to Superiours; 
(being a Paulcry Moral Vertue) it isa Topick that 
has very little or no place among their Caſes of 
Conſcience; and though the Scripture be ſo very 
Plain and pregnant in this Article, and abounds 
with ſo many clear and expreſs Determinations of 
the indiſpenſableneſs of the Duty, yet they can rare- 
ly find etther a Text or an Occaſion (as many as 
there are of both) to diſcourſe it in their Pel. - 
pits, and recommend ir to their people : And ifat 
any time it ſo falls ont that they cannot avoid it, 
they witli make hard ſhift but before they have 
| | ; done 
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done they will be too cunning for their Text; for 
be char never: ſo plain and politive, they wiſl-ſo 
over-reach * and draw it inwith Tricks and - Di- 
ſtinctions, thac before they part, ir ſhall þe- pers 
feftly whee'd abour to the Long Partizmentiide. 
They till Preach ' Obedience with ſo. much Cauti- 
on, and under fo'many Reſerves, as utterly abares 
ics Obligation, for 'they make the People ſo ren- 
der and timotrous of their own:Complyance, and 
fo jeatous of the "Commands of their Superiours, 
that they ate fcarce more aftaid of. doing what 
God- has 'exprefly forbidden, than they are of 
whatr'the Magiſtrate expreſly requires ; and they 
are taught to difpenſe with their Duty: and Obe- 
_ dierice towards their Governours, vpon no greater 
orwiſer Prerence, than thac they only fear and ful- 
pect leſt poſſibly their Commands ſhould croſs 
with'the Divine Laws: And they are exhorted 
above all things to keep rheir Conſciences (5. e. 
themſelves) free from the Uſurpation of all Hu- 
mine Powers, that is'in effect, they are forbidden 
co make any Conſcience of Sab jection to Priaces ; 
for *tis only "Conſcience that is capable of the Ob- 
lipztion of 'Laws, ſo:that if thar be exempr,. the 
whole Man is at Liberty. And how hitle fenſe 
they have of this Duty, or concern ro difcharge it, 
is very obſervable from their own moſt pubtick 
and folemn+ Devotions, where chouph they ſtrain 
and wink har@'for the largeſt and fouleſt Confeſ- 
flons of lins, and arraign themſelves of all the 
Crimes they can think of, and rake cogether,whe- 
ther they ever did or did not commit them: And 
withal, though moſt of them be pretty well con- 
cerned in the Guilt of this Wickedneſs, C if a 
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Wickedneſs at all)yet it k1s no place in their Cata- 
logues of Vice, and they never deign ſo much as 
. to take notice of it to Almighty God, or to beg his 
pardon for it, and could never-yet - be prevailed 
upon ſo much as toacknowledge it, but among the 
Infirmities of his People; and that isa ſhrewd 
ground of ſuſpition when people thar are, or 
would ſeem to be, ſo tender in all other Caſes, 
are ſo ſallen and inſenſible in this. Nay, (what is 
worſe thanall this): they inſtruct the people in all 
the Docrines and Pretences of Diſloyalty;; for 
Rebellion never appears bare-faced, bur alwayes 
comes forth - mask'd with popular, and plauſible 
Demands ; -now they furniſh them with ſuch Prin. 
ciples and Maxims, as will eaſily excuſe all Diſor- 
ders and Diſobedience, ſuch as the Preſervation. 
of the true Religion, and the Maintenance of 
their Fundamental Laws and Liberties, not againſt 
the Prince ( by no means! ) but againſt His evil 
Council, And-whenever they have a Mind to 
make Trial of their Princes Patience or Courage, 
they are provided with Aphoriſms of all ſorts to 
warrant all the Pranks and Frolicks of the Expe- 
riment. This has been often enough, and from 
time to time repreſented to the Publick : but if we 
will not attend to other Mens Information , yet 
it is mad and wilful ſotiſhneſs, if we will wink 
againſt our own ſmarting and dear-bought Expe- 
rience ; and yet that we muſt ſhamefully do, if we 
can put any Confidence in the Loyalty of theſe ho- 
Iy Men. For their PRACTICES have never 
ſhamed their PRINCIPLES, and though 


ſome of them are ſo modeſt as to excuſe and © #64 
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their own Vertues, yet it muſt be confeſt that they 
have never failed, ro behave themſelves as be- 
comes the holy Brotherhood. They have (like 
the great Hercules ) from their very Cradle laid 
hold upon all occaſions to affront and grapple with 
the Royal Authority; they have alwayes been 
forward to diſpute and to abate the Soveraign Pre- 
rogative,and induſirious to raiſe Jealouſies againſt 
the Government and the Integrity of their Priace. 
And our Princes have all along complained of 
thoſe DiſreſpeRs and Abuſes that have been pur 
upon them by the Puritan Party and its Abettors, 
and have at length to ſome purpoſe felt the Kind- 
neſs and Civility of theſe Right-godly and Religi- 
ons Rebels. | | 
This is the true and undeniable CharaRer of 
the Leading FaQtion ; and as for all the other 
Clans and Sub-diviſions, they were meerly ſpawn'd 
out of the Presbyterian Diſorders, and bred out of 
the very Dregs of their Rebellion, and were ne- * 
ver diſtinguiſhed from any other Partiesof Men, 
but by their Confederated Zeal and Fierceneſs for 
the Republican Uſarpation againſt Monarchy and 
C. $. and yet ſince his Majelties Reſtauration 
would neyer be provoked to make the leaſt ac- 
knowledgements of their former Diſloyalty, or to 
offer any Engagements of their future Allegiance. 
Now let us [ay all this together, (and ten rimes as 
much more that I am forced to omit in haſte ) 
and then conſider how peaceable ſuch People are 
likely to prove that are firſt poiſoned with ſuch 
Principles of Anarchy and Sedicion, and then ma- 
naged by Leaders of ſuch bloody and ambitious 
| IOW | >Deſigns. 


(38) 


Deſigns. The People themſelves are of fuch a 
peeviſh and envious Humour , -both from their 
Temper and their Principles, that no Govern- 
ment canever pleaſe or oblige them, theyare @ 
ſort of Creatures that love to lie atcatch for Qpe: 
portunities of diſcontent, and it is a ſatisfaftion: 
crotheir proud: and peeviſh Minds if they can but; 
affront their Superiours, This is the natural Ce-. 
nius of the Party., and the ſeveral Brotherhioods 
are made upof People of this | Complexion,: and 
Men. Liſt themſelves into the ſeparated and dif-, 
contented Churches only to gratifie this ſnarling: 
and waſpiſh Humour. : *E « 
-;Pride and 1l{-nature are the Fundamental Prin-: 
ciples of all their Zeal; and they are rude and re-- 
ſive to Authority, not alwayes out of diſaffeRion, 
bue out of a wanton and ſyllen Humour. *Tis a: 
—_ Eaſe to their Spleens to vent their Cenſures. 
and Contempts upon their Saperiours ; nothing: 
ſo much inclines chem to Good- fellowſhip as bad 
News, it makes them gay and frolick, and is: 
the only ſeaſon of their Mirth and Jollity ; and if 
itchance to prove a Story,chey grow moody again, 
and return to their old preciſe and ſurly Humour.” 
It is the Macter-piece of their Wit,to make Satyri- 
cal Rem:rkes upon the Gazets and publick Narra- 
tives; and it is the greateſt concern of their Zeal 
and Paſston, to confute and diſcredit all Reports al-: 
lowed of by Authority. This is ſo notorious in 
common Coverſation, that His Majeſty has been 
forced to check this fawcy and undutiful Demea- 
nour by His Royal Proclamarion, though they have: 
been ſo long accuſtomed to ir, thar'iris to be _ 
they 
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they are grown too headſtrong& incorrigible to be 
awed into a more mode!t behaviour by rhreatnings * 
of ſeverity ; and it will at laſt be found-neceſſ{2 
ry to bridle their ungovern'd Tongues and Spirit 
with Pillories and W hipping-polts.' For whatean 
be more irkſome and inſufferable than to hear the 
Wiſdom and Diſcretion of the State fo laviſhly and 
familiarly cenſured by every pert and. conceited 
Mechanick? and yet that is their daily and perpe- 
tual Employment , to be bolting or hinting theix 
Jealoulies and irreverent Refletions upon the 
King and His Council, and their management of 
Aﬀaires, inall places and in all Companies. And 
I appeal to every Mans experience; whether he 
ever heard one kind word from the mouth of one 
zealons Brother , except in one caſe (ince His Ma 
jeſties Return; and am ſure that the Obſervation 
of all ſober Men will agree with my own,that-no- 
thing comes from them with ſo coſtive a difficulty 
as a poor ſeeming approbation of any publick 
proceedings. And they are now almoſt as free 
ro beſtow their good Words upon the Pope or the 
Prelates as upon the Civil Government. To this 
peeviſhneſs of their Humours, I might add the 
reſtleſsneſs of their Minds, that is alwayes diſplea- 
ſed with the ſetled frame of things, and that 
no Alterations can fatisfie. If you condeſcend to 
their firſt Demands, you only encourage them to 
be making new Remonſtrances, appeaſe all their 
old Complaints, and they are immediately picking 

new Faults to be redreſſed. Their Reformation 
knows no limits, but their ProjeRs grow and im- | 
prove with their Succeſs., They that at fir{t only 
| requeſt 
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requeſt Indulgence, will, when ſtrong enough, de- 
mandit; andif they ſucceed, they will chen diſ- 
pute Equality with the preſent frame of Govern- 
chent, and chen in a while Superiority, and then at 
laſt they will refuſe to grant the ſame Indulgence 
that themſelyes at firſt requeſted. Thus to mention 
no body elſe, Xnox and his confederates firſt Petitio- 
ned the Qof FScors,then threatned Her,then affron- 
ted Her, then Rebelled againſt Her, and then for- 
mally Depoſed Her. And as Reformation alwayes 
begins at the Biſhops and Clergy,ſo it rarely ends 
but with the Civil Magiſtrate. ' Innovation never 
ſtops at its firſt Propoſals, but new | houghts, and 
Projects, and Intereſts, perpetually ariſe out of 
new Events and Occurrences of Afﬀeaires; and as 
the work ſucceeds, it nattrally 1mproves into new 
Parties and Principles, till at length it out-grows it 
elf. And it was ſcarce ever known, that Fana- 
tick Zeal beganto alter the preſent Settlement of 
the Church, thar it ever ceaſed till it had inyol- 
yed State and all in Ruineand Confuſion, | 

. Andnow 'tis caſte to imagine into what Freaks 
and Diſorders People of ſuch a FaQious and hot- 
headed temper may be tranſported by the crafty 
In(inuations of proud or factious Male-contents ; 
it is but whiſpering ſome confident Jealoutie a- 
gainſt the Government , and then upon any un- 
lucky Conjuncture of Afﬀaires they naturally break 
out into Tumult and Rebellion ; their Minds are 
alwayes prepared for Diſturbance, and eaſily take 
Fire upon every Opportunity, and every Invitat1- 
on. So that now the ſtate of the Queſtion is al- 
tered ; the Controverſie between us is not about 
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Eccleſiaſtical Laws and Forms of Diſcipline, (they - 
have the leaſt ſhare in our Diffcrences, and are 
rather meer Pretences than any ſerious Canſes of 
Diſconateant ; ) but the Conteſt now, as it relatesto 
the real Concernments of the Nation, is, Which 
ſhall prevail, Loyalty or FaRtion? Whether it be 

the Intereſt of the Prince, that SubjeRs ſhould be 
Educated ina religious ſenſe of their. Duty to all 
Superiours , or whether in a diſlike and diſaffe- 
ion to- all Royal Dignity? or, Laitly, Whether 
ſach Preachers ſhould be permitted the Liberty 
of; making Proſelytes,. when all that are ſeduced 
into their Communion, are at the ſame time alj- 
enated from the Government, and Liſted into a 
Combination againſt it 3 And yet theſe Men are 
ſo very fooliſh and preſumptuous, as to fatter 
themſelyes and their Followers with hopes of his 
Majeſties Converſion to their Party ; and to ſug- 
intheir common and Coffee-Houſe Diſcourles, 

his ſecret Contempt of Loyalty and the Church of 

Exglend, as if he laughed art the- Folly and Pe. 
dantry: of all thoſe that ventured Lives and For- 
tunes in his Service and for their Allegiance, and 
Jook'd upon them as ſhallow and empty People 
that underſtand neither themſelves nor their Inte- 

xeſt;- bur that thoſe are the only. ſhrewd and no- 
table Men, and fic for the management of his Af 

faires, that had ſo much Wiſdow and Dexterity , . 

or-(asit is in another Reading) ſo much Knavery 
and Hypocriſie as by right or wrong to work their 

own Advantage out of all Changes, to ſecure their 

Preferments in ſpite of all contraditory Oaths, 


and alwayes to light ſo luckily as to improve their 
| | E © forrunes 
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: fortunes by all turns , and grow great either 
' by Rebellion or by Loyalty, (ir is all one to 
them ) as either of them. luck'd to proſper , 
and fcrupled not to flatter an impudent U- 
'ſurper,. nor to. Betray or Murther their Law- 
ful” Soyeraign, ' as Times, and Junctures of 
' Aﬀaires adviſed them,” Bold Men! that can fo 
cheaply and fo daringly undervalue their Princes 
Honour and Ingenuity, and think him ſo void nor 
. only of all Principles of Vertne, but of common 
Senſe , as to deſpiſe his beſt (his only) Friends 
for being haneſt Men and: good Subjeas, Bur 
this it is to.ſhew the leaft Mercy or Tenderneſs to 
Tuch proud and incorrigible Offenders, when they 
haye.'ſo mich Vaniry and Self-conceit, to over- 


pectin all chings to their own favour, Let the 
Government 'but think. it ' ſeaſonable at any time 
ro Reprieye thetn from the Severity of the Laws, 
and they immediacely ſtartup Tnto that Confidence, 
=5, 09 login themicives the only Darlings ant 
Favourites of the Stare-:', Ee bur the" 1blick 
Rods be a little removed from” their” Backs *, 
and they are prefently full of Phpuctorions Whew 
them * pur: into their hands *\; If they are not at- 
wayes ſcourged and chaftiſed, they will grow Lp 

ron1es to 


cy, and muſt | by all ' meats become Cro! 

Kings and Pritices. And yer this 1 muft fay.in 
their behalf, they ſerve His Majeſty no worfethan 
they ſerved God Almighty , far neither could he 
a little ſuſpend the execution of his Juſtice upon 
them, (though they were ſuch ſcandalous aniſe- 
fratory Delinquents againſt his Laws ) but thar 
muſt, paſt al doubt and controverſie, declare bim 
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of their Side, and for their Cauſe, and the Lord 
muſt needs walk ſweetly with his own People in 
wayes of Plunder and Sequeſtration, Bur tt char 
were enough to make them preſume his Favour 
and Approbation, he has ( we may preſume too } 
done enough {ince to clear his own Providence , 
and daſh their Confidence; and they may 'aflure 
themſelves that His Majeſty underſtands both Him- 
ſelf and them too well to be over-fond- of their 
Friendſhip, or truſt too confidemly to their Good- 
will; But if they will be making ſuch ill aſe of his 
Mercy as to inſuit over, or to diſreſpet His Loyal 
SubjeRs,they will find to their own coſt and ſhame, 
that he: coo can' call rhem'to their Songs upon $S3+ 
Yioneth, as well as Divine Providence: ſo that (un- 
leſs we will be guilty of a Jealouſie as ungrounded 
and as unmannerly as their Preſumption ) we ma 
reſt ſarisfied in the preſent Security of the Churc 
of England, under the Protection of a Wiſe and 
a Gracious Prince ; eſpecially when beſide the im- 
prepnable Confidence that we have from his own 
inclinations; -it is fo manifeſt that he can never 
forſake it either in Honour or Intereſt. But ſhould 
it ever ſo happen hereafter that any King of Exg. 
land ſhould be prevailed with' to deliver up the 
Chureb, He had at the ſanie time as good refign 
up His Crown; and the'reaſon is already very 
plain, becauſe rhere are none heartily Loyal' co 
this, but thoſe tht re fo to that, when *tis fo 
notorious from Experience, that the Crown of 
England never had any Cordial Friends but the 
Lovers of, and Adhererts to the Church-Intereſt , 


and ſp evidenr'from Mens Principles, thar it never 
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ſhall have. And then what muſt become of that 
unhappy Prince, that ſhould deliver it up to the 
Rage and Rapine of its-and his implacable Ene- 
mies? Helis in the very ſame forlorn condition, as 
if he were forced to flee from all his Friends roa 
Kirk-Army for SanQuary and Protection : 5. e. he 
is certainly Sold and Sacrificed. 


II. The ſecond way whereby the Fanatick 
Party may at laſt work the Ruine of 'the Church, 
is by the Aſſiſtance of Atheiſme and Irreligion , 
Prophaneſs is in our dayes become as zealous and 
implacable a thing as Enthuſiaſm; and Men are 
not content barely to neglet all acknowledge- 
ment of Duty to their Creator, unleſs they may 
have the Liberty to affront and defie him- too - 
They ſcorn to be abuſed themſelves.. with the 
Tales and Legends of Kanaviſh Priefts,. nor- will 
they. (great Heroes |) ſuffer the World to be im- 
poſed upon by their bold and inſolent Impoſtures. 
It is not by any means to be endured to ſee ſuch 
deſpicable Fellows inſult over the free-born Minds 
and well-bred Underſtandings of Gemilemen, a- 
way with all their Superſtitious Cheazs and Fop- 
peries; they will undertake to inſtru& Mankind 
in wifer and more Gentleman- like Principles. And 
thus are theſe Caitiffs: become as: fierce and ma- 
licious Enemies to all Setclement of the Church, as 
the moſt diſtempered and fiery fort of Fanaticks , 
and they will piece Intereſt with any Party to pluck 
down any Church-FaRtion that is uppermoſt, and 
are as briskand forward at hammering Reforma- 
tz0n-work, as the giddy and raſcal Multitude , _ 
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rather than the Cauſe ſhould miſcarry for want of 
Zeal, they themſelves will not ſtick to turn 
Preachers of Sedition, nor ( when the People 
are enraged) to lead themon toatit. The 
Atheiſts of former times, becauſe they expected 
nothing in the Life to come, reſolved without any 
farther trouble to enjoy all the Comforts of this , 
and therefore they never thruſt themſelves into 
Publick Cares and Concernes, but {ſtudied all the 
Arts of an idle, a jolly, and a pleaſant Life, and 
minded nothing but Wine, and Love, and Poetry : 
But thoſe of our Ape are a ſort of Devilliſh and 
Malitious Wretches, whoſe proud and arrogant 
Minds make them love Miſchief for Miſchiefs ſake, 


— they have ſo mean an opinion of other Men in 


compariſon tothemſelves, that they treat them juſt 
after the ſame rate as we do Inſeqs and Ver- 
min; and will for the oſtentation of their own 
Power and Greatneſs, ſport themſelves in thoſe 
Miſeries and Ruines they are able to draw upon 
the World, and will not ſtick to deſtroy King- 
doms , if it lie in their Power, only to gratifie 
their Inſolence: And no wonder, when all the 
rankeſt Principles of Injuſtice and 1!I-nature lie 
at the bottom of cheir Irreligion. - They are taughe 
in the firſt place, that they may and ought to uſe 
all the wayes of Fraud and Violence for the Ad- 
vancement of their own Power and Safety ; that 
the greater and more enormous Injuries they do 
to Mankind , the more are they fear'd, and thar 


fear iy their only ſecurity ; and the reſult of all 


their Principles is, That every Wiſe Man will by 


any means conſult his own Intereſt and —__ 
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and thit his Intere!t and Security conſiſts chiefly 
in the preheminence of his Strength above other 
Men; ſo that the morehe oppreſles' them , the 
more he aQs upto the Laws of Nature, and Prin- 
ciples of ' Wiſdom, ' And then being inſolent as 
well as il|-natured, they care not what Miſchiefs 
rhey do out of meer Humour and Wantonneſs; 
and the 'more extravagant they are in their In- 
juries and Oppreſsions, their Power js ſo much 
the more conſiderable ; they ſcorn 'an ordinary 
Vice almoſt as much asto ſay their Prayers ; but 
if they can invent any new and unheard-of Wick- 
edneſs, that Vulgar Sinners have not the Wit to 
light upon , nor the Conrage to venture at, that 
is an heighth of Bravery, and only fic to be at- 
tempted by Men of their Parts and Breeding : ſo 
that they love Miſchief, if nor alrogether as the 
Devils do, for its own ke, yer at leaſt (and 
thar is almoſt as bad ) outof Pride and Singula- 
rity; they cannot brook it to be. inferiour to any 
Man in any thing that they are pleaſed to pretend 
to, and yet are they pleaſed to pretend to every 
thing. And from hence it is that rhey can be no 
real Friends to any Government, only becauſe the 
Supremacy of Power did not happen to fall to 
their ſhare ; and they can never have. any 
hearty kindneſs for their Prince, though for no 
other reaſon than becauſe He is their Superiour ; 
a little affront or neg!e& from Him, ſhall dif- 
oblige them for ever : they are implacable in 
their revenge, and every ſlight diſpleaſure imme- 
diately puts chem upon nothing lefs than thonghts 
of Treaſon and Rebellion. T-. E 
ut 
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But the great Object of their Hatred and In- 
dignation, is the Prieſtly Office; their proud 
Spirits cannot bear 1t to ſee ſuch mean and con» 
temptible Fellows brave ic with ſo much Awe and 
Authority over the Minds of the /People ;, bar 
they are paſt all patience that they ſhould: dare 
to pretend to vie Wiſdom with themſelves, and 
gndertake publickly to convict ſuch mighty Wits 
of Folly and Ignorance, and prevail ſo far as to 
beable to expoſe them to popular Scorn and In- 
famy :: for *tis manifeſt thar their Principles 
will never much take in the World, ia that the 
generality of Men are not to be work't off from 
their natural ſenſe of Religion, that ever did , 
and ever will keep the ſtrongeſt Party in ſpite of 
all Oppoſition, and whoever attempts againſt it, 
muſt of neceſlity be run down with Reproach and 
Diſgrace , and that tranſports them beyond all 
bounds, to be thus contemprtuouſly kept under by 
ignorant and ill. bred Fops ; and it becomes the 
Sreat exerciſe of their Wit and their Drink co 
entertain the Company with pleaſant Stories of 
Prieſts and Black-coats. T his humour has pre- 
vail'd ſo far in our Age, beyond what it could 
ever arrive to in former times, that it is become 
in ſome degree Gentile and faſhionable; every 
Man now has Wit and Pride enough to deſpiſe a 
Parſon, and he is no Yertweſo, that does nor in 
bis common and Table-talk call and prove them 
Cheats and Impoſtors ; and ſome Perſons that one 
would think ſhould have more Breeding or more 
Sobriety, affet the extravagance our of meer 
wantonneſs; and others that are no declared 
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Enemies to the Cauſe of Religion, are yet well 
enough content for other reaſons to have irs Offi- 
cers kept low and deſpicable , but for ſome rea- 
ſon or other they meet with diſreſpet enough on 
all hands. bad now, though this ill uſage {igni- 
fies very little to thoſe againſt whom it is intend. 
ed, becauſe it falls upon an Order of Men that 
are above its regard and reſentment ; in that the 
Clergy of the Church of EZ»g/and know them- 
ſelves far enough from being obnoxious to any 
contempt but what Sacriledge has made unavoida- 
ble ; and though we take them under all the 'Dif- 
advantages that Plunder, and Robbery, and Re- 
formation ( as ſome Men have managed it ) has 
brought. upon them , they are at this very time 
valtly the fartheſt off from being juſtly contempti- 
ble (romention no other Order or Profeſſion of 
Men ) of any Clergy in the World; the prebe- 
minence 1s ſo evident, that it clears the compa- 
riſon from all poſſible ſufpicion of its being either 
proud or odious: But though this a be 
able to do them fo little harm, yer it falls very 
heayy in its miſchievous Conſequences upon the 
Publick. For all wiſe States bave hitherto al- 
wayes fiven the deepeſt reſpe& to the Preſidents 
of the ſacred Rites, and ſetled the greateſt Pri- 
viledges and Immunities upon the Church, as well 
for Reaſons of State, as for the Ends of Deyoti- 
en. inthat no Government can ſupport it ſelf 
without the Afliltance of Religion, and the 
aſſiſtance of. Religion is ever proportioned to 
the Power and Intereſt of the Clergy ; its 
Eſteem ( as itis jn all other Arts, Sciences, and 
Pray 
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Profeſſions) depends upon the Reputation of 
thoſe ,, whoſe Office it is to diſpenſe its Myſte- 
ries and Publick Solemnities; they have alwayes 
and every where found the ſame Fate, andthe 
ſame Entertainment ; fo that tomake the Prieſtly 
Order any way contemptible, is to enervate the 
force of Religion upon the Conſciences of Sub» 
jecs, and thereby to deſtroy the preateſt Strength 
and moſt laſting Security of. the Civil Govern- 
ment. $0 interwoven are the Cauſe of God and 
the Prince and the Prieſt, that no Man can be an 
Enemy to one, without Proclaiming Hoſtility to all. 
Is not this wiſe work then, and fit co be endured in 
a Chriſtian-Commonwealth, - for the witty People 
to be ſo much concerned to make the Profeſſion of 
the Clergy vile and deſpicable ? eſpecially when 
this whole Delign is at laſt founded apon no 
milder Suppoſition , than that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
is the great and leading Impoſtor : for if he were 
ſeriouſly veſted with any Authority from Heaven , 
their Commiſſion from him is too evident to be 
called into queſtion : ſo that if the Power they 
claim by vertue of his Grant be forged and inlig- 
nificant Uſurpation , it is only becaufe he abuſed 
the World with Tales and falſe Pretences to a Di. 
vine Authority, z. e. only becauſe he was the lewd- 
eſt and moſt profligate Impoſtor that ever appear- 
ed amongſt Mankind; And this no doubt is a no- 
table piece both of Policy and Good-manners, to 
be own'd, yes, or endured in a Chriſtian-Common- 
wealth, ' But yet however paſting by this hor- 
rid Blaſphemy againſt our Bleſſed Saviour, and 
if our Religion were nothing elſe but ( as all Rev 
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ſigion is lately defined) the Belief of Tales pub- 
lickly allowed, and the Prieſthood: only a Succeſ- 
fion of Chears and Juglers, - yet after all rhis,they 
are and muſt be allowed neceſſary Inſtraments' in 
the State to awe the common People into fear and 
Obedience, becauſe nothing elſe can-ſo eff:Raal- 
ly enſlive themas the dread of invitible Powers, 
and the difmal Apprehenſions of the. World to 
come: and for this very reaſon, though there 
were no other; it is fic they ſhould be allowed the 
fame Honour and Reſpe& as would be acknow- 
ledged their due if they were fincere and honeſt 
Men, becauſe unleſs that be ſuppoſed , they can 
never bring that aſsiſtance that is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to rhe fupport of Government, and the 
preſervation of Society. Burt ſo farare they from 
being allowed that Refpe& and Reputation chat is 
neceſliry to the uſefulneſs of their Fun&tion, thar 
they are even Out-lawed from the common 
Rights of Juſtice and Humanity. One would 
wonder how People ſhould ſo combine in ſuch an 
inhumane and imprudent baſeneſs, but chat the 
_ reaſon isſo very plain and obvious. The old Pro- 
biry and intepricy of our Nation is fled and gone, 
and what remains of it, has caken SanRuary in 
the Church and iis Friends, that are aſſaulced by a 
Fanatick Rage on one hand, and a baſe natured 
Atheiſm on the other, and then no wonder if 
they are treated accordingly, when they are faln: 
into. the hands of ſuch Salvages and Cannibals. 
And in truth when I conſider the tempet of both 
theſe ſorts of Men, that the one hates Peace, arid 


rhe other hates Mankind, and withal ſome preſent 
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and fome probable Circumſtances of things, ir 
were eaſie to repreſent to view a black and gloo- 
my proſpect of things : burit is to no-purpoſe to 
affrighe our ſelves with diſtant Miſeries ,; and it is 
better to leave the care of future Events to the 
Wiſdom of Providence , {ufficient to the day is the 
evil thereof, only let me delire thee, Reader, to 
conſider \wherher that Nation be accordinp to 
Humane Accounts likely to continue long 1n a firar 
and ſerled Condition of Peace, a great part of 
whoſe Inhabirants are tainted with ſuch malig- 
nant Principles, as make them to delight in mif- 
chief and confuſion. Atheiſm and Enthuſtaſm 
are apart and by themſelves the moſt deſperate 
and dangerous cauſes of Miſery and Calamity to 
Mankind ; but when they combine Intereſts and 
joyn Forces againſt a common Enemy, what Go- 
vernment can withſtand their Fury, in that there 
is no Wickedneſs that is neceſſary to the carry- 
ingon the Cauſe, that one of them will not un- 
dertake, and be able to go through with ? T hey 
are provided with all forts of Pretences, and 
prepared for all kinds of Villantes; and if there 
ſhould happen in their way any attempt fo very 
horrid, that the Saints were for very ſhame ob- 
liged to bogple at it, there the bold and profeſt 
Sinners may advance and lead on the Party ; and 
if on the contrary there be need of any Hypocri- 
tical Declarations or Remonſtrances too demure 
for theſe bare-faced People to parronize, they mult 
be ſubſcribed and carryed on by the zealous and 
ſanQified Ones : And thus when they combine 


together, there is no kindof hindrance that they 
| may 
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may not eaſily- overcome, nor of advantage that 
they may nor as eaſily command, Their Union is 
likethe mixture of Nitre and Charcoal, it carries 
all before it without Mercy or Reſiſtance. 


II. Efpecially if in the third place, it ſhould 
ever ſo fall our, that crafty and Sacrilegious 
States-men ſhould joyn themſelves into che Con- 
federacy. There are ſeveral ſorts of theſe de- 
vouring Vermin, but the moſt dangerous ( be- 
cauſe the leaſt honeſt) are the cowardly and ſelf- 
deſigning Men, that in Publick Employments 
mind nothing but purely their own private Inte- 
reſt, and ſo that thrive, care not how much the 


Afﬀeiirs of the Common-wealth run backward. All 


their Counſel is nothing buc flattery, and they 
will. not ſtick toexhort a Prince to undo himſelf, 
if ic be in ſuch wayes as are apreeable to his Vice 
or Humour. . They will encourage and authorize 
the lawfulneſs of all his Practices, and if he 
have any ill Inclinations, they will recommend 
them for great and Princely Qualities, and afliſh 
them too by the meaneſt and moſt diſhonourable 
Services. They will debauch his Mind with ſuch 
Principles as will allow him to do the moſt diſho- 
neſt and unworthy things without ſhame or re- 
morſe of Conſcience; they will ſet him ar liberty 
from all the Reſtraints of Religion, and prepoſ- 
ſeſs his Mind againſt all the Counſels of Prieſts , 
and not ſuffer him:to be impoſed upon with their 
Impoſtures and juggling Pretences,; neither is it 
fic for a Sovereign Prince to think himſelf obliged 
by the Laws of good or evil; Truth, and POs. 
an 
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and Honeſty, and every thing muſt give place to 
the Publick Weal; and when the Safety or the In- 
tereſt of the Crown requires it, then ibreach of 
Faith is not Falſhood, nor to ſlay the Innocent, 
Murther, It is not for Kings to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to the Pedantry of the Laws, nor are Ctates 
co be Govern'd by ſcruples of Credit or Conſci- 
ence; Convenience is, and ever was the only 
Rule of Policy ;' and you may violate: your Word 
or ye Oath for Reaſons of State, all the wiſeſt 
and all the greateſt Princes in the World have 
ever done it before you. None but ignorant and” 
unexperienc's Book-men would ever goabout to 
tie the Management of. State-Afﬀairs co the ſtri& 
Rules of Morality. Alaſs! they underſtand nor 
the nature and the difficulty of Government, they 
never obſerved the riſe and decayes of Empires , 
nor. ever weighed all the Circumſtances: and Poſ- 
libilities of things, and: from. hence it-is that they 
preſcribe fuch impratQicable Methods of Policy, 
and are ſo deſperately filly as in many caſes to re- 
quire Princes rather to hazard their Crowns,than 
ro loſe their Reputations. No, itis for. SubjeRs to 
do as they ought, but for Sovereigns as they pleaſe. 
Nay, '(-what is more unhappy than all this) theſe 
falſe Pretenders to Policyare forced in their own 
defence to whiſper in-theic Princes Ear ſuch Max- 
ims and Propoſtions, as direQly undermine, ar ar 
leaſt undervalue all Principles of: Government. 
They inſtruct him to deſpiſe his own /Authority, 
and: to- reſolve all Soyereign Power.:rather into 
Chance: and Fortune, than any Inſtitution of the 
Divine -Providence.. And. hereby they romndly 
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cancel all Duties and Obligations of Allegiance , 
and allow no other Ties of Fidelity upon SubjeRs 
than preſent Intereſt and Preferment ; that are al- 
wayes as effectual under a proſperous Uſurper, as 
they are or can be undera Lawful Prince; and 
then if there either does, or ever has hapned any 
Competition of that kind, they only are to be 
look'd upon: as the Men of Shrewdneſs and Un- 
derſtanding, that know how to temporize, and 
tack abont' neatly with all Turns of Aﬀairs: whilſt 
all others that make Conſcience: of their Loyalty, 
and haveor are ready to venture Lives and For- 
cunes in defence- of the Rightful and Hereditary 
Claim, ſhall be marked outasfhallow People, thac 
underttand not the true Wiſdom and Intereſt of 
Humane:Nature. / They Govern a Nation | Poor 
- Souls | they have not Wit:enough to Govern them- 
ſelves, and to manage thicit.own little Concerns. 
They ate likely ro givetheir Prince wonderful Ad- 
vice forthe Advancement'of His Preropative, that 
have fo little reach co conſaſe-or conlider the im- 
provement -of their own private Eſtates. Take 
chern to/y6ur Council, and they will be perpetual- 


RY your Head, and entangling your Aft- 
; Brgurery ſes | of yy rum. we. hall en- 


danger your Safety to preſerve your Honour, and 
hazard. your Crown for a :ipedantick Word; -and 
when you might eafily diſengage your ſelf from 
any Streights or Difficulties, only by making bold 
with your Word, or perhaps:forgetting an Oath 
or ſo, you muſt rather chuſe by their Maxinis of 
State to periſh under them, than make (as they 
call it ) a diſhoneſt or difhonourable cſcape: _ 
a 
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all the reward you ſhall have to compenſite"your_ 
Misfortune, ſhall be perchance that a few Churelt- 
'men and fuch like People ſhall ery you up' for a 
Saint or a Martyr, whilſt all Men that have any 
Brains or 'Breeding ſhall pity your Softneſs and 
Simplicity. *''1t becomes not Men of Wit tobe 
over-awed with theſe od Grandsme Stoxies' of 
Honeſty and © Conſcience : they ate ' fir Talev t6 
abuſe the Rabble into- Servitnde,' bur Intereſt of 
Stare is the only Rule of Pritices; and they:are to 
know no other Caſes of Conſcience, but Maxitns 
'of Italian Policy, nor to eniploy aty other Perſons 
in State-AMirs, but ſuch as are able to go thorow 
with all- Undertakirgs, and "ſuch as willinever 
ſcruple the Lawfulneſs of any ACtion ſo itibe bat 
expedient, *' And the laſt refultof alt cheit Wil 
dom is, that they would petſwade their Prince, 
that none are  t6 be employed bur only ſych' as 
are nof fit to be truſted, ſuch'as have ſet chetnſohves 
it 'Liberty from: all Principles and Pretenees' 'of 


- 


Honeſty, and are as ready to betraytheir 

for their own Intereſt, as theyre to oppreſs' and 
abuſe his SubjeRs for his.” '' Atd'by theſe #adthit 
like: Soppeſtions;;” if they cliatice to take ; rhey 
quickly run ''the ' Commonwealth into - wool 
Streights and Diſttefſes, #nd then there is no Wway 
to maintain rheit former Pradices;' dit” by pros 
'cedding ori to farther Enormities, till aclaſtithey 
te forced to ſupport their Gdvethinene by Rapine 
ant e's "{'T here hav&Been ſtfficient num- 
bers of theſe People at all” times it - all Princes 
Courts; fo thatthough their DoRtine does not 
alwayes reigh;* yet it is alwayes x 
Genus 1 U- 
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Saperiority with the Rules of Honour and Ver 
ene. 

Now *cis none of my buſineſs, and but little to 
my purpoſe to upbraid the folly of, cheſe ſhuffling 
and half-witred Principles, and to ſhew chat (when 
allcricks are tried) there is no laſting Wiſdom or 
Policy belide . true and generous Honeſty : for 
th Falſhood and Cunning may make ſhift ro 
fubſilt awile, yet it is ſoon diſcover'd, and chen 
it is never after truſted: Reputation 1s one of 
the-greateſt Strengrhs and beſt Securities of Inte- 
| reſt ,, and when that is gone, ſulpeRted Power is 

but a lamentable weak and tottering thing , it 
has. no ſupport. belide ic ſelf, and all its pre- 
tended Allies are its real Enemies, and firſt or 
laſt; ic is entangled in ſuch Streights and Em- 
broilments ,. from which it can never be able to 
diſengage. itſelf but in violent and illegal wayes. 
And tben the calieft and firſt Attempt of Oppreſ- 
fion, is by Sacriledge and Church-Plunder. The 
Eccleſiaſtick Order are a tame and helpleſs ſort of 
Men;-and. if, you-,think good. to, invade their 
Propriety, they:have no remedy -to relieve them- 
ſelves but Patience and a contented Poverty , and 
whenever Exigences of State require.it, you may 
eallyſtop one Gap with their Endowments. This 
is ſo common and ſq natural, that. it is alwayes 
the firſt Effect of ill Government, unleſs ooly in 

ſoch- places where ,Church-men have ſcrued -u 

themſelves to a Superiority or Equality of Tntere 
with che Secular. Power , and are by that means 
able co hold their own. It. is true, the ſmall Re- 
mainders of our Church-Revenues are pretty _ 
| | ecured, 


(77) 
ecured , not only by the ſlender Account they 
would amount to, (for Sacriledge has already: 
deyoured the whole Harveſt, and has only ſcat- 
tered a few Gleanings to the Church and Church- 
men; ) nor only: by their dependance upon the 
Crown, whereby His Majeſty keeps the moſt conli- 
derable Order of Men in the Common-wealth ac 
His Service, and that at no Charge; nor only be- 
cauſe the Tribute that returns back to his Exche- 
quer :in Firſt. Fruits, Tenths, &c.. is ſo confidera- 
ble a Proportion of the Reyenue, that their Sale 
and Alienation would amount bur to very little 
more; for.if ever they ſhould bebrought to Mar- 
ket, they would go off at a very low Rate, and at 
a very few. years Purchaſe, It is poſlible they 
may pretty well enrich the Buyer, or rather Ad- 
yenturer, but all the advantage the Seller can 
ever pain by it, will be to alienate his perpetual 
Inhericance , only to receive three or four years 
Rent at one Payment, which: is the yery ſame 
with the Providence of Fools, and the Policy of 
Prodigals. But belide this ſecurity which the 
Church has, as well as all other Beggars, that it is 
not worth the Robbiog ; it has at preſent an im- 
pregnable Aﬀance in the Wiſdom, the Honour , 
and the Piety of a Gracious Prince, that is nor 


| capable of attending to ſuch Counſels, ſhould they 


be ſuggeſted to him, though certainly ng Man, 
that. is worthy to be admitted to His Majefties 
favour or privacy, can be ſuppoſed ſo fool-hardy 
or preſumptuous as to offer ſuch weak and diſho- 
nourable Advice to ſo wiſe _ able a Prince . ſo 

nat 
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chat it is ſecure of | ProteQion during his Life 
and Reign. But yet Princes.are mortal, and we 
are fare (thongh:we had no Text to vouch ir) that 
they muſt dic like Men;zand then,if ever bereafter 
(and ſome time or other ic muſt happen)che Crown 
ſhould chance . co: fertſe upon a young and unex- 
perienc'd Head, this is uſualiythe: firlt thing in 
which fach Princegare abuſed by their Keepers and 
Guardians, andthen che Church mult by all means 
be reformed. and\new modelled; 5; e. in Court; 
ile Plandered or Demoliſh'd only tobwild great 
Houſes for ewo or three Favourites of Flatterers. ' 
And now when this is done, there is nothing can 
bid io fair for ahe next turn as Popery, becauſe 
(belide many other Reaſons) there is nothing tefe 
ro ſtand in Competition with it: for ſome pub- 
lick and eſtabliſh'd Religion the Kingdom muſt 
' and will have, bur when the Church of Exy/and 
isdeftroyed, it muſtewher have that-or none. For 
Fanaticiſm, howlſoever- uſcful ir-may be to the 
Defrgns of Rebels and Uſurpers, is coo untoward 
and intractable to be ever much doxred upon by 
any ſetled Authority. And thus theſe extrava- 
gant People by the Aſliſtance andunder the Pa- 
tronage of Rebellion ,. Atheiſm and Sacriledge, 
may poſſibly endanger a Change of Religion ; 
and by being employed as Journey-men , 'or ra- 
ther Tools to deſtroy the Church of England, may 
fooner than we are aware of, make a free and un- 
obſtructed paſſage for the return of Popery in 
Glory and Triumph, I know no —a3 Þ gown 
etheke a 
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dy mentioned, unleſs this-may prove one at laſt, 
tha by their wanton and unreaſonable peeviſh- 
neſs to the ingenuous and moderate D:fciphne 
of the Church of. Eglezd, they give their Go- 
yernours too much reafon to ſafpect that they 
are never to be kept in order by a milder a1d 
more gentle Government than that of the Church 
of Rome, and force themat laſt co ſcourge them 
into better manners with the Briers and Thorns of 
their Diſcipline. 


And thus ( Reader) havisg ſufficiently tired 
both thee and my ſelf too, it is high time to re- 
queſt thy pardon for preſenting thee with ſuch a 
"Rhapſody of haſty and hudted Thoughts: I have 
nothing to ſay in my own excuſe, but that I ne- 
ver intended to have been ſo tedious, but ſomas 
ny warm and. glowing Meditations ſtarted up in 
my way , as without much myſing made my Hearc 
burn, and the fire kindle ; and that has heated 
me into all this wild and rambling Talk, (as ſome 
will be forward enough to call it) though I hope 
it is not altogether idle, and whether ir be or be 
not, I have now neither leiſure nor patience to 
examine ; and therefore if thou meet with any 
paſſages that would have confeſt this for me, 
though 1 had kept my own Counſel, I can only caſt 
my ſelf upon thy Candour, and offer Security ne- 
ver to offend again in the like kind, And now af- 
ter this, I have no other favour to requeſt, than 
what concerns thee as much as my ſelf, viz. To 
beg thy hearty Prayers and Endeavours for the 

Peace 
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Peace and Proſperity of the Church of England; 


for when that is-gone, it will be very hard ro 
find out another,” with: which, if thon art either 


honeſt or wiſe, thou wilt be over-forward to 
join Communion, 
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Preface written by Sir Henry Telverton Baronet, 
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$a5ons, evinced from the; Nature of che Church, 

e Word of God, and Presbyterian Principles; A 
Sextnon by Fraxcis Faiweed, D. D. price 6. d. 

.. Bfiferert Cleri;, A Sermon preſenting the. Mi- 
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The Judgment of the Learned and Pious St. Ax- 
enſtive, concerning Penal Laws againſt Conventi- 
cles, and for Unity in Religion, delivered in his 
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Humble Advice to the Conforming and Non- 
, conforming Miniſters and People , how to behave 
themſelves under the preſent Liberty, By the 
Author of Toleration, not to be abus'd, 
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